*BECCLESIA G EMENS : 
OR, 


Two Diſcourſes 


MN the mournful State of the 
Charch, with a Pro- 
ſpect of her Dawn- 
ing Glory. 


Exhibited in a View 


of two Scriptures, repre- 
fenting her as a Myrtle- 
Grove 1n a deep Bot- 
tom, and as a knot 
of Lillies among 
Thorns. 


| > 
al. 68, 13» Though y2 have lien among the 
Pots, yet ſball ye be as the Wings of a Dove 
Jy covered with Silver, and ber Feathers with 
'Y xlow Gold. : 


LONDON, 
nted for Fohn Hancock,, at the 
three Bibles in Popes-head 
Alley in Cornhill. 1677. 


o the Holy Church of 
Chriſt lately walking 
in Communion with 
Mr. [. C. and now 
with D.J. O. before 
whom theſe exerciſes 
were handled, and to 
whom they are now 
humbly preſented by 


Theirs in the Fellowſhip 
of the Goſpel, 


S. L. 


THE 


VISION 


OF IHE 


pY RTLEGROVE. 


Zach. 1-8. 
law by night, and behold a man r1- 
ding upon a red Horſe, and he ſtood. 
among the Myrtle-trees that were 
in the bottom, and behind him there 
were red Horſes , ſpeckled, and: 


white, 


HIS is a Comfortable: 

Viſion to the Church in: 

a lowand dark conditi- 

on: For, upon her Hu-- 

ation by the Prophets Sermon of 
pentance, v. 6, The Captain of: 
ke Lords Hoſts appears in order to 
liverance. - 
The Captivity was in part return- 
d, but the Temple, whoſc Foun-- 
A. 3 dation: 


—— 


F. 


I67F. 
April-6.- 


Tye Aiſion of 
dation though aid, yet the Proprehiigi 
of its building interrupted , lay fli 
in a ruinous ſtate, and the City if 2. 
ſelf unwalled and in a mournfillffort 
plight, and many of the people notÞyhi, 
hitherto come forth of Babylon 
Their Harps hung yet upon the wi 
lows; butnow they are to be take 
down to be imployed in Songs dl 
Zion,with MyrtleCrownsof Feſt 
Joy upon their Heads. 

It ſuites with our eſtate fince the 
return of our Fathers from Spiritu 
Babylon. For as yet the pure Temple 
worſhip mourns in the duſt, andthe 
City of New Fern/alem lies in rut 
biſh, 

In this Prophetical Viſion obſerve : 

1. The Time, : . The ſecon 
year of Darins Hyſtaſpes, 5 19 ye! 
before the' Birth of c40k Lord, « = 
the 24th Day-of the +4 1: Monetl ths 
Sebat, an{yering to-part of Fanwary] fans 
and more particularly, the Prophe ſou: 
{aw this Viſion in the Night. 

By Night. 7] 1. To ſhew the Carl tet 
Teſs and difficulty of the Viſio. 1 ['S 
Fhat it was a time of afflitiont hi 
the Church. 3. That Chriſt the Ca 

t 


PREZSES 


SF YPTEY 


the yttle Gtode, 
n of the Church appeared but 
rkly to the Fathers of old. 
2. The Place of the Viſion, ima =. 
ttom, "Bamezulah, in profunde ,, 
e notfÞyhich the Chald. Paraphraſe turns 
lon $*1 355 in Babylon, which: lay in a 

Foy Champion plain by the great Ri- 7 —okins 
r Euphrates in the Land of Chal- © 
dee, and was noted, if I remember 
fight, for fertility in this fragrant 
Shrub of Myrtle. Edefſa in Meſopo- cm in 
© throne had its name from Myrtles ; Plin,).x5. 
RuFznd however, Parthia was famous © 29+ 
plIfr it, which was a nfighbouring 
dtheQÞrovince. 
by 3dly. The Objefts preſented in 
the Viſion which are three. 
ve:f ACaptain upon a red Horſe 257 
con Equitans, ror aſcendens, about to 
(Th F up ; as the LXX. expreſle it , 
; (Fmt byxws , ready to alcend upon 
ct tis Horſe, who is no other than + 
«3 ime Captain which appeared to Fo- 
my yah when entring upon his Wars Fo. 5.14-- 
againſt the Cznaanites. I ſhall not 
determine with A /apide; that the 
[Sus Adam, ] the red horſe notes 
ni bis Humanity ; I dare. not be fo 
-3fF bold, but rather, as a Captain get- 
A..4 ting 
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The QAiſion-of 
ting up on his hotfe of bloud, in or- 
der to the ſlaughter of his Ene- 
mies. 

A Grove of Myrtle Trees in the 
midſt whereof ſtood this valiant 
Captain of the Lords Hoſts, ready 
to get up, or being aſcended, makes 
a ſtand til] the time of his going forth 
againſt Babylon : For though Baby- 
lon were taken by Cyrus before this 


Viſion, yet there paſſed 4 years af-. 


ter this Exhibition to.the Prophet, 
even juſt at the finifhing of the Tem- 


Herodot. PIE in the 6th, of Darius, when that 
1.3. $.323. Golden City was wofully ſackt, the 
Uſler. an- Walls pull'd down, and the Gates 


demoliſh'd, and 3000 of her moſt 
noble. Citizens ſtaked or crucihed , 
and after a while Babel was totally 
laid in ruines by Xerxes. 

Behind this glorious Captain were 
placed in Martial Array, 3 forts of 
horſes, or 3 Troops or Regiments 
of various coloured horſes , Red, 
Speckled, and White. 

By the Myrtle Grove is meant 
the Church of God; by the bottom, 
Babylon : By the Captain, Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God : By the Red 
Horle, 


>a 6, 


forſe, bis deſign of War againſt Ba- 
bylon: The. 3 forts of Horles behind: 
by firſt Red, noting bloudy wars 
_ the Churches Enemies. 24.. 

e ſpeckled, fignifying various 
Providences z. ſometimes the Church: 
yvitorious, and. othertimes in an at- 
flited ſtate under the Antiochiar: 
Princes. 34. White Horſes, repre- 
ſenting the Church in the end com- 


# pleatly- victorious and triumphant : 


All the Churches troubles ſhall end 
in yvitory; and theſe Horſes that at- 
tend upon Chriſt, go forth from a- 
mong the Myrtle Prees that is,the 
Angels who encamp about the 
Church, are ſometimes ſcent a- 
broad upon expeditions againſt her 
Enemies, arming and influencing of 
Nations ene againſt another, to ſub- 
due thoſe o_ have impugned the 


Church, and-to execute the venge- 7. 51-115 


ance of the Temple. 

This Vihon is given by God. to 
the Prophet. on purpoſe to encou- 
rage his People in going on with 
Tempte-work , having formed the 
heart of Darins, to give forth ano- 


ther Edit beſides that of Cyrms, to 


A 5. finiſh 


P 
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The Uiſion of 
finiſh the ſtateſy ſtrofture of his 
Temple. Having thus touch'd up- 
on the Scope ofthe Prophecy, let's 
deſcend to ſome Inftruftions from 
it. There be 3 Spring-heads from 
whence the ſtreams of the obſervati- 
ons may flow full pleaſantly. 

1. From the Time and Place. 

2, The Myrtle Trees. 

3. The Captainand his Forces. 

1. The Time : It was by Night , 
an obſcure and dark Seaſon. The 
Place was a deep Valley ot Bottom; 
and both are fit Embtems of the 
troubles and affliftions of the 
Church. 

The Church of God after begun 
deliverances, may continue for a 
feaſon under dark, doubtful, and 
afflitive Providences. - 1ſrael , af- 
ter they vere come out of Eeypr , 
wandred 40 years in a RE il- 
derneſs, and wete exerciſed with 
7 years Wars in Canaan, before 
they were ſettled under Vines and 
Fig-trees in that Land flowing with 
Milk and Honey. MY 

Again, When 7«4ah came out of 
Babyton, fromthe firft of Cyr, - 
Nehe- 


the Pyle Ohove.” 
Nehemiahs eoming from Shuſham to 
build Zeruſalems Walls in the 20th. 


year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, 11... 
there intervened fourſcorc and two xs. 


years : And in the laterdays, after 
the 1290 years are fully expircd , 


there muſt be a flux of 45 years from Dar. r2. 
the firſt deliverance till the compleat 11, 12. 


ſtate of the bleſſed times of the 
Church, I need not inſert any other 
particular inſtances, *tis the wile 
method of Divine Providence, 

To hew down and cut off thoſe 
ſtubborn Spirits which hanker after 
E:ypt, and long for the Fleſhpots , 
the Garlick and Onions of thcir old 
ſtate of bondage. They ſmell rank 
and unſavoury before God, that like 
the old murmuring 1/7aelites, dare 
to call Egype by the Title of the Land 


of Canaan ;, crying to Moſes, Thou Nuns. 16, 
haſt brought Hs out of 4 Land flowing 12. 


with Adilk, and Honey, to kull us im 
the Wilderneſs. 
Gradually to prepare his faithful 
people. who like Caleb and Foſhuz 
low the Lord fully, for thoſe 
bleſſed and glorious Enjoyments : 
As the horrid Rocks and Mountains 


of 


Fxod. 17. 
IO. 


unb. 21. 
E. 


. The QAiſion of 
of Pindu et off the pleaſant verdure 
of the Theſſalian Tempe : So did 
the Arabian Defarts, the parchi 
Droughts, the fiery Serpents, Is. 
the Swords of Baſhan ſuperadd a 
varniſhing luſtre to Canaan the glos 
ry of all Lands. 

To manage the ruine and extir- 
pation of the Churches Enemies by 
degrees ; not all at once, leſt the 
beaſts of the field increaſe too nu- 
merous. To give his Enemies ſome 
time and ſpace of repentance, and 
to leave them without Apology; 
and that the Churches hands be not 
too full of Iabour and travel. But 
firſt Amaleckh muſt havea blow from 
Foſhua, and tafte of the ſharpnels of 
his glittering Sword ; then the King 
of Arad (a City 4 miles ſouth of 
Malliattha or Amalek according to 
Ferom) muſt bow down their neck 
under his victorious foot; then the 


Pools of Heſhben muſt be dricd up, 


and the Iron Bed of Og muſt be drawn 
m triumph; and laſtly, I dan with 
her 5 Princes, and Balaam with his 
Incbanted Altars muſt flame in facri- 
kice to Divine Vengeance, 


before 
they 


' the Whatle G2obe. 


"they paſs over Jordan to conquer 


and enjoy the Land of Promile. 

In the next place we may obſerve, 
that though the Church be overſha- 
dowed with a dark night, and fit Ti- 
lently upon the ground in a 
deep bottom , as repreſented 
on the reverie of Yeſpaſiar'”s 
Coine weeping under a Palm- 
Tree; yet here ſhe is brought to 
ere her countenance with a ſmil- 
ing and joyful aſpe& into the Myr- 
tle Grove, and Chriſt her Lord and 
Husband preſent with her : All dark, 
but the bright Face of Chriſt illuſtra- 
ting the Face of the Prophet with a 
clear Viſion, and the Face of the 
Spouſe with ſome radiations of joy. 
Though the State of the Church be 
dark,yet the Viſion is bright ; Gods 
work goes on though it be by night. 
Though the Church might not as yet 
ſee the Prophet, vet ſhe enjoys her 
Captain ; and though his help be in- 
viſible , yet *tis certain. Though 
the Church think of little but conti- 
nuing darkneſs, and a long and ſtor- 


my time of trouble, like' a Fanuary 


night, in which Moneth this Viſion 


ap. 


g 


Obſ. 2. 


Ta. 104. 
20. 


Ja.21.12, 


Ko. 2.15. 
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appeared, yet morning will come : 
Fhoſphorus, the Morning Star will 
ſhine, and the Sun will ſhortly gild 
the Eaſtern Mountains with his glo- 
rious Beams. The Babylonian Ene- 
mies think they ſhall - aw detain 
the captive Church in their Dunge- 
on bottoms, but the ſhining Ruler 
ofthe Day will not fail to appear in 
that his yr ew Epiphany ,and chaſe 
all the wild Beaſts of the Night into 
diſmal holes and caverns. This Vi- 
ſion comes by night , when the 
Church little dreams of del.verance. 
and leſs diſcerns the approach of her 
Heaven-born Captain. Watchman, 
what, of the night ? Behold here 
cometh a Chariot of Men, a couple 
of Horſemen :; Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen; go up, O Elam, beſiege, O 
Media, Though-the Church lye pro- 
ſtrate in a deep Valley. yet *tis a 
Valley of Viſion : Though ſhe jcry 
out in the Valley of Achor, yet God 
will give her both Vineyards and 
Myrtle Groves from thence. The 
Church ſhall be both fruitful and 
fragrant in the midſt of couchant 
Vallics at the foot of the proud and 
lofty 


the Byrtle Gzove. 
lofty Mountains of the World. The 
Church never ſighs out her ſorrows 
nfo dark anight, bur a new Moon 
may appear with a little light and 
tome brightning Viſions of mercy. 
Some Prophets to comfort, ſome 
Princes hearts awakening towards 
ker reſcue, who, like Darias, ſhall 
ſhortly put foot in ſtirrup againſt 
ker blondy enemies. Neither is 
there any particular Member ofthe 
Church in ſo dark and bluſtring a 


Tempeſt, but may find ſome Songs Fb 35. 
inthe night. He to whom the night 12: 
ſhineth as the day by the luſtre of F. 4 139 


his omniſcient Ye, beh61ds his dar- © 
ling Spouſe in the prefoundeft bot- 
toms of tribulation , and ſends his 
Prophets with Glorious Viſions to 
ere and' illuſtrate their gloomy 
and dejeted Spirits. 

The 24. part of this verſe contains 
the Viſion of the Myrtle Grove in a 
deep bottom : Hence 

The Church of God in her loweſt 
eſtare and darkeſt time is highly va- 
tied of God : It is his Peaſant 
Plant, his Garden, his Paradiſe, his 
Myrtle Grove, more delicious than 
thoſe 


Iz 


Kev. 1.14- 
Luke 2.94 


The Uiſion- of 
thoſe admired pendulous.Gardensof 
Semiramis in Babylon. He planted 
theſe fragrant Shrubs: This ſenſible 
Plant , dedicated to his Love., he 
waters and watches it every moment. 
He always beholds it and beautifies 
it with his preſence and walk :. He 
ſhews it to his Prophets by Divine 
Moon-light, and ſends them to tell 
his Church and People, how great- 
ly he efteems and valuesit. Though 
the night be cloudy and ſtormy, and 
the Church hardly to be kenned by 
carnal eyes were they awake; yet 
he whole eyes are like a flame of 
fhre, can make: a ſudden: light to 
ſhine about his Shepherds and the 
Flocks of his Church by night, and 
rurn their Fears into exquiſite Joys, 
and teach. them to tune- their rural 
Pipes in confort with-the Heavenly 
Hoſt praiſing God, and ſo open the 
eyes of thels Keepers of the Vines 
and Myrtles, that they ſhall behold 
the Captain of their Salvation 1n the 
midſt of the Grove, with 3 Troops 
of Angels for their proteCtion and 
comfort”; not. a Tree but a Horſe- 
man affign'd it like the Palmsin the 
Temple 


the <Yyttle G20ve. 
Temple always *interwoven with 
Cherubims. 
But why is the Church compared < 

to a Myrtle Grove? Notto be o- 

ver curious and nice; I ſhall only 
Spiritualize a few Notions about 

it. 

. 1. The Myrtle is but a mean, low x, 
ſhrub to note the humility of the 
Church and its Members : They 
have no aſpiring thoughts like the 

roud ambitious Oaks of Baſhar. 

hey take up but little room in the 
pan and do not kill the Herbage 
by poylonous droppings er vene- 
Ea ſhades. _ 7 me, faith Mat. 11, 
Chriſt, for [ a» meek and lowly, and 29- 
you ſhall find reft to your Souls. Meek- 
neſs to bear reproof, mecknels to 
return mild and foft anſwers, meck- 
neſs not to murmur againſt affticting 
Providences, are the notes of a hum- 
ble Myrtle. Ofa meek Spirit like 
Moſes, which is with God of a —_ 1 Pet. 3.4. 
price. Mecknels and quietnels go 
hand in hand : Meddleſome,touchy, 
and quarrel{ome Spirits, are not led 
by the Spirit of God. There grow: 
no. Thorns upon theſe Balſam Plants 
which. 


14 


Bþ. 1. 3. 


The (Utiflon of 


which thrive in cool Vallies at the' 


bottoms of lofty and barren Mous- 
rains ----- & amwantes frigora Myrtos. 
Saints and gracious Perſons are not 
ſo foon touch'd with direfal Thun- 
derbolts, nor-inflam*d by the light- 
ning Flaſhes of rage and anger. 

2. The Myrtle is ever Green : 
Though low, yet always verdant. 
So lovely a Green, it tempts the eye 
with celight to ſpend contemplati- 
ons upon it ; and *tis always green 
like that Godly Man whoſe Leaf 
never withers: No cold Winter 
ſtrips them of their Holy profeſſion. 
Hypocrites are Sunſhine Profeffors, 
Somer Birds, Butterflies that come 


forth when. the Church enjoys her | 


May: But Gods true Myrtles are 
green in Janxary, the Moneth of 
this bleſſed Viſion. The ftorm of 
Perſecution may break their Deng 
but not deſtroy their greenneſs; they 
may ſtand in a deep Valley , the 
Church may be driven into holes,but 
ſtill retains her native emerald green- 
nels. As the Dove may be forced 
into a cleft of the Rock; but mourns 
a 
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3- The Myrtle is eminent for 
Rcny: All is fweet and perfu- 
med in a Myrtle. The Berries, Flow- 
ers, Leaves, all moſt fragrant. The 
Roſe its Leaves are bitter, though 
the ſmell {weet 3 but here all's de- 
fireable, and therefore by the An- 
cients dedicated unto-Love. 


»->V itis Jaccho, formoſe yeners 
Myrtast. &c. 


Whatever the Church yields, is e- 
minent. The thoughts and diſcour- 
fes of Saints are like the fine white 


| Flowers of the{Myrtle, they are full 


of candour, and breath holineſs in 
every Air, inevery Region. The 


F5 
. . = 

and retains the voice of a Dove Songs 2. 

14- 


3. 


Life of Saints ſmells fragrantly, like ;,,,, s. 
Chrift his Mouth is moſt ſweet : He 16. 


is altogether, aft over lovely. 
4+ The Fruit of the Myrtle is Me- 


dicinal : It is aſtritive, lays Dioſeo- 1. 1.C-15%, 


rides, and therefore goed againſt 
'pirting of Bloud, and beneficial to 
the Stomach, &pwutor prAxyM:- 
IVrTois 2, 0rnopmorhuniel, aus 0G ; 


Myrtle 


The Uifion-of 
Myrtle Wine is profitable againſt 
the bitings of the Spider Phalangium, 
and the ſtings of Scorpions. Gra- 
cious perſons are of a healing nature 
to ſuch as breath forth cruelty a- 
gainſt the Church, and whoſe Sto- 
machs axe full of poyſon and malig- 
nant venom: They are like the 
Trees of Paradiſe for the healing of 
the Nations wherein they dwell. A. 
Child of God, much more a Church 
of Chriſt ſhould be like a Colledge 
of Phyſicians to a diſeaſed World. 


': ©. Truly, what is this miſerable for- 


lorn World but a meer Hoſpital of 
crazy, wounded, and leprous- per- 
fons. Here lye ſome with limbs 
broken in Satans drudgery, others 
raging under -intollerable pains,their 


very Nerves and Bones rotten. 


through the Sins of youth, others 
full of Boyls and putrifying Sores 
from luſt and corruption , and all 
poyfon'd withthe venom of Original 
Sin, O let Saints carry about the 
Balm of Gz/ead to cure the wound- 
a of the Daughter of their Peo- 
ple. % 


The. 
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F. The Viſion exhibits theſe Trees 
4n a cluſter : It is a Myrtle Grove 
to ſhew Communion. The Church 
4s compared to a Flock of Sheep, to 
a Flight of Doves, to a Knot of Lil- 
lies, to a Grove of Myrtles. Saints 
love lociety, ſo it be a ſociety of 
Saints. It was a cuſtom of old among 


the Gentiles to dance in their Tem- Athen. 
ples with Myrtle Crowns upon their P'ipnol- 
Heads, to ſignifie amity, love, and £5 F 
delight in each other : How much EN 


more excellent ſhall be the Commu- 
nion of Saints, when inſtead of the 
Thorns ſhall {pring the Firr Trees , 
and inſtead of the Briar or Nettle of 


the Heathen, ſhall ariſe the Myrtle *- 55: 13 


for a Name to the Lord; an ever- 


_ Sign to beautifie the SanAu- 6. 13+ 


ary of his Holineſs, which ſhall ne- 
ver be cut up. 


1, Leam, That Myrtles may v/f. 1, 


grow in Babylon, nay in (Groves, in 
Church communion, though in a 
low and ſeeret Valley by the waters 
of Babilon, till they are tranſplanted 
to Canaan. Captive Myrtles ſhall 
be Crowns of Glory in the Temple 
above. Saints may for a fſealon 
| be, 


Phil.4.22. 


Songs 6. 2, 
4- 15, 


Etcks 34- 
29s 
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be, and thrive ina naughty world, 
ina hoſtile Country, and preſerved 
from the foot of violence : Saints 
may ſing Plalms in Ceſers Houſhold, 
and be chiefly ſaluted by an holy A- 
poſtle. The Lilly may be ſheltred 
by Thorns, and the myrtleenviron'd 
by a ſharp Babylonian Quicklet : 
Our Lord prays the Father not to 
take his Church out of the World, 


* but to defend them from the evil of 
it, and fave them from the untoward 


generation wherein they live. Were 
at not for his Myrtles. inthis Valley 
of Tears, God would ſoon ſend up 
his Ax upon the Oaks of Baſhan,and 
lift up his Hammer upon Babylon. 
They muſt propagate and increale 
for aſcaſon, till the time that B- 
bylan's ripe for vengeance, and the 
fecond Solomon's Garden in £108 
meaſur'd out into Beds, made de- 
letable with Walks, and watred 
with Streams from Lebanon, and c- 


very way fitted by culture for the _ 


reception of ſyycet-ſcented Myrtles, 
to be Plants of renown in the Glort 
ous State of the Church which haſt 


ens towards us. 
The 
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2, The Churches dark and low U/. 2: 


eftate moves the Divine bowels to 
mercy. Now comes a Prophet into 
the Valley, and a Viſion meets him 
for the Churches Joy in the 29. of 
Darimu.This great Prince ſtrengthens 
the former Edict of Cyrus in deſpight 
of Samaritan hatred ; and fo do the 
following Princes, notwithſtanding 
Tobiahs Alliance to the High-Prieſt 
Eliaſhib. It's the God of J/rae! who 
melts and bends the hearts of Prin- 
ces,and makes them flexible towards 
his Church ; that the proſtrate Vine 
may begin to climb up and be ſup- 
ported by the Elm of Magiſtracy. 
He turns their hearts to hate his 
People for a ſeaſon tor their corre- 
ion, and then repents accordin 
to the multitude of his mercies, _ 
makes them to be pittied of all thoſe 
that carried them captives. He puts 
it into the hearts of the 10 Kings to 
fulfill his Will, and to agree, and 
give their Kingdom to the Beaſt, un- 
til the words of God ſhall be fulfilled, 


and then he remembers his Holy 


Covenant. 
z- To 


Exzr,6. I» 
14 


Neb."13-4 | 


Pf. 104. 
25. 
Pf. 106. 
46. 


Rev. 17. 
17+ 


| 20 


Zech. 3.5. 


Hts 249+ 


Ul. 4 


* Trees make Gods Myrtle Grove in 


'nion with the Church of God; to 


vour of reſt in ſuch Aſſemblies. Eve- 


up en his Red Horſe againſt their E- 
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3- To encourage his People topo. 
on with Temple-work. Shall. the 
heart of Darixs be enlarged towards 
the duſt and rubbiſh of Zorn, and 
and ſhall not Zachary prophecy, and 
Zerubabel build, and Foſhxa miniſter 
with a fair Mitreupon his Head, and 
all the People ſhout for joy, crying, 
Grace, grace, tothe Glory of the 24. 
Temple, which was far greater than 
the former, becauſe the Meſſenger 
of the Lord-of Hoſts brought peace 
into-Rt. 

4 It's good to abide in commu- 


be but a Berry, a Flower, a Leave 
of the Myrtle Tree is a great ho- 
nour; Let Saints keep cloſe to this 
fragrant Garden. God ſmells a fa- 


ry Church is a Tree, and all the 


the Earth : For as they have their 
fragrancy, fo they enjoy whole Re- 
giments of tutelary Angels for their 
defence ; yea Chriſt himſelf delights 
to be no whereelſe, andto be ſcen 
among them as a Captain, getting 
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xes and Ads of Hoſtility , but 
ſhall never be able to cut up the 
Myrtle Grove of the Church;that 
has fo glorious a Captain to own it 
for his Garden and defend it. Upon 
all the Glory ſhall be a defence. It's 
like the Ancient Eden guarded by 
Cherubims with flaming Swords , 
turning every way to keep the Path 
of the Trees of Life. Let Saints 
perſiſt in ſertility and fragrancy, and 
Chrift will ever make himſelf viſible 
with troops of Angels in the midft 
and round about his Fragrant 
Grove. 

I paſs on now to the 3d. Particu- 
ar, The Viſron of the Captain aud 
bi Forces. 

Hethat's called a Manin the Text 
nding on a red Horſe, holds confe- 
rence with the Prophet,and the Pro- 
phet tiles him his Zord, v. g. and 
the Angel of the Lord, v. 11. 

Prophets and Angels hold heaven- 

communion , but eſpecially the 
Angel of the covenant. Now, that 
this Pcrſon is the Lord Jeſus CR , 

B the 


% 
*. 


gemies. They may come out with 
their Swords and Hatchets, their 


I. 4 5. 
Gen. 3-24» 


3 


gy 


D phet. He ſpeaks not of himſelf, 


The QUifion of 
the ſame who was with 2ſes in the 
Buſh at Horeb inthe Wilderneſs , 
may appear ; 

I. By his ſuperiority over An- 
gels. The Captain of the Lords 
Hoſts, brandiſhmg his Sword before {| ;, 
Foſhua near Fericho, was now with 
his Sward girt upon his Thigh, like F 
a Prince of Might, aſcending the } 
Red Horſe of War: He who is Head | | 
over all Principalities and Powers to | x: 
his Ckurch. c 

2. By his Interceſſion for the x 
Church, v 12. Heis thegreatMe J , 
diator Fe never __ = 
ry Angels praying to God for the 
Church in ? a od Page : Though l 
often praiſing him,to teach that none 

ht to interpoſe in that gloriow} & 
Office of Chriſt. by 
3. By his DiQates to the Pro-J . 


tions of viſiting the State of the 
Church and of the whole Earth. Bu 
theſe ( ſays the Captain, v. 10.) * 
pointing to the 3 Troops of Hol «, 
Angels behind him ; theſe arethy}. 1 
whemthe Lord hath ſent ro viſs thn x; 
hk 6 Corel 


when he declares the Angelical Fx þ, 
tu 
B 
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Church in her ſcattered eſtate 
- through the ſeveral Provinces of the 
Earth- under the Dominion' of Ba- 


4. By his Inſpiration of Prophecy 
icy ina way of command, when he had 
received a comfortable anſwer from 
the Lord to his Prayer for the 
he } Church: Cry thou, Thus ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, I am jealous for Jeru- 


08 (lem andfor Zion; that is, for the 


great jealouſte, v. 14+ 


the Þ Rider upon a Red Horfe. 


City and Temple, for the Politick and 
the Eccleſiaſtick Eſtate of his People with 


Next, we are to confider himras a 


A Horſe 


ugh} in Fftcrn Hieroglyphicks and Viſt- 
ons, was an Emblem of War, of Vi- 


198} tory, and Triumph : A Red Horſe, 


of Bloud ſhedin War inorder to 
| conqueſt; to note that Chriſt goes 1 63.4» 
dl} with a Spirit of vengeance againſt 
his Churches Advyerſaries, and re- 
turns with Garments dyed red from 


. Bui Boxrah, all ſprinkled and daſhed 
10)] with the Bloud of the Slain. Nay , 
Hof ſometimes he rides his Horſes up to Av: 14 


Hadadrimmson. 
B 2 
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Then come in view his Satellites, or 
the Generous Troops under his Im- 

rial Standard. Red Horſes, ſpeck- 

ed , and white, repreſenting the 
Holy Angels, multitudes of them 
marthall'd in battel-array for vari- 
ous Expeditions, with the Trium- 
ant.iffue of all their Wars on be- 
alf of the Church. That Horſes 
and Chariots are Symbols of Angels, 
may bs, obſerved from other Scrip- 
tures; as, 2 Kin. 2.11. and 6.17. 
and Hab. ;. 8. &c. The Chariots 
of God are 20000, even thouſands 
of Angels; and not to mention the 
alluſions hereto in other Authors . 
only that in Suidas at preſent. ® 

ITTov 5 Atuxay bis oy HAGV 
Þ&as : The Viſien of White Horſgs 
i an appearance of Angels. I hall 
come to an obſervation. 

That Chriſt doth frequently ap- 
pear to his Church in her diftrets un- 
dera warlike poſture : He is head of 
Angels for proteQtion to his Myrtle 
Garden. One Angel might have 
ſufficed had God ſeen good, but for 
more abundant comfort he marſhalls 
whole Squadrons and Legions of = 
Bhs > - ritua 
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zitual light Horſemen for thei Ser- 

vice. Above all, let's take notice 
of fore excellencies in this Captain 
General of the Cherubims that is 
now upon march for the Salvation of 
his Church. 

1. He is apraying Captain, and 
mighty prevalent with God ; like a 
Prince with God, like @-Prieft upon 
his Throne ; both Prince and Prieſt Zech.6.13-- 
en-horſeback. He never prays but 
8 ——_ es ever prays be- 

re $ forth upon expeditions 
aohe does inthis Viſion, » 13. and 
efore in righteouſneſshe judgeth z.,, ;... 
dd Beers 2 rg, 2's 
Nulla fides pietaſqy viris qui caſtra 


I's 


ſequuntar. No faith or loyalty in the 


field. But behold, here's one with 

a double-edged Swordin his Mouth, 

a fervent prayer to make his Sword 

victorious. We have here the Sword 5,47, -: 

of the Lord as well as of Gidzon 3, a 18. 

Sword from behind the Ephod, none 

like it ; it hath cut down many a 

Philiftine. The Sword of God is the 

Sword of Chriſt: Prayer whets the 

Sword and courage brandiſhes it. In 

his Majeſty he rides on protanens: Pſ. 45. 46 
B 3 Ys 


Zach. *,. 


FJ. 2.4 


Il. 72% 7. 


Tye QUiſion of 
ly, and baths it in the hearts of his 
Enemies. 

2. A Captain wiſe for condudt : 
The councel of peace is between his 
Helmet and Mitre. He is a Kingly 
and Royal Captain inorder to the 
execution of his Prieftly and Prophe- 
tical Office. He fights not for war- 
flake but for peace : He hates them 


- that \delight in war and fpin out 


ron Sieges for large Wages. - His 
is to ſet Peace in the Earth, an 
Univerſal Peace as long as the Sun 
and Moon endure. He.deligns to 
bring all the Swords and Spears of 
his Wartiours to the Smiths Forge , 
and to fafhionthem into Sithes and 
Plow-ſhares, into Sickles and pru- 


hooks. In bs days ſhall the 
Rightwous flouriſh, and abundance 
olpeace NT H2 -"y »{q, ad non 
hmamw';. ti\l therebe Moon no more. 
Yea, no leſs wiſe 'in management of 
his Armies for this gtorious Defign: 
Inſomuch, that 'Angels who excell 
im wiſdom, diſdain not to march at 
his command, and wheel about zt 
the clangor of his Trumpet. There's 
20 mutiny inall Heavens Army .Alex- 


anders 
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anders Soldiers when they were in Curt. & 
the Indies among the Orite , would Arian. 
march no* further though to finifh 
the worlds Conqueſt and dip their 
feet inthe Eaftern Occan : But here 
is an unwearied Army that march 
vp and down through the whole ». 11, 
Earth at his command. Angels are 
his Creatures, delighting to do his 
Will. © The Inhabitants of Petra in 
Sogdiana built upon an inacceſſible 
Rock, jeered Alexander, and asKkt ©, j_ 
him whether his Soldiers had wings : c, 11. "> 
But behold here are winged Soldiers 
riding upon winged Horfes that can 
fly into'Cities at their Pleaſure.Such 


a Captain wages war on behalf of his 


Church. This is he , who fought 
from Heaven againſt the bow on . =o 
and a= in the Red _— 
taught Joſhxa to Tye inambuſh a- 

inſt Fug He inffrudted Gideon to Te 8-2: 
aftoniſh the Afdixnites by Lamps 
9d Pitchers mto a panick fear. It's 
he, who comes from Edom,with gar- F#4- 7.16. 
ments dyed red from ZBozrah, gloti- 
ous in his bloudy apparel,and march- J[, 63. 1. 
*# in the greatneſs of his Strength. 
isis the David, who guides all 


AC- 
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The Uiſion of 
according to the integrity of his 
heart, _ by. the Skill/ nels of his 
hands. 

3- A Captain ſucceſsful and viao- 
rihus : He ſhall ſubdue the people 
under him. Succeſsfulneſs in a Cap- 
tain iS a mark of Honour ſtampt up- 
on him by God, to ſignifie that ſuch 
ſhould be uſed. Such a charatter 
was imprinted upon Foſhna: Toe 
Lord thy God is with thee whither ſ0s- 
ver thou goeft, Though the-Church 
hath ſometimes been oppreſt 
for a while, yet Chriſt never 
went forth attended. with his Angelj- 
cal Troops, but his Sword returned 
fat with the bloud of the ſlain. We 
need not range into the Annals of 
Ancient times ; for even. ſince the 
Incarnation, this Prince of [/rael, 
this Afichael,;one like unto Gad hath 
fixt his Trophies with mighty honour 
upon the tops of the hi Moun- 
tains. In what triumphant Chariots 
did he ride up to the Capitol in the 
days of Cinſtantine at the ſubduing 
of the Pagan perſecuting-Koman Em: 

ire : What Songs of deliverance fil- 
d the Church in the times of The- 
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the Wpitle Gzobe, | 
abſixs the great. He will perform 
the like a proce atchievements a- 
ainſt Papa 


Lords, and King of Kings. 

4- He is a Captain of numerous 
angels, that excell in trength. He 
leads thoſe thundring Legions into 
held, who love the Church, and de- 
hight in employment as miniftring 


+3 for the heirs of Salvation. #6. 1.14- 


le Angels converſe among the 
Myrtle Trees, as well as their glo- 
nods Captain, and' go forth for in- 
tdligence;- and ſpy ont the fecreteſt 
eounfels of the Adverſaries : So that 
fftrength, number , policy, intel- 
nce and ſucceſs can make an Army 
ppy,the Saints and the Church arc 
Mefſed. Nay,they are ſuch as nv dint 
orforce oftheir enemies can touch or 
wound them: they fight invifibly:they 
teed no ſcaling Ladders to climb 
md aſſault the Cities of their Ene- 
mies; they can either fly over or 
pierce through their Ktrongeſt Walls 
Md ſet the rch 'at reſt; whenſo- 
bever infinite Wiſdom ſhall- think 
meet, 


Kome. For the Lamb Rev. 17. 
II overcome them who is Lord of 14- 


£6 


F-_ 30 The QUilion- of 
"». 1. Wo to the, Churches Encmies, 
who think they gird on their; Ar- 
- mour againſt men like themſelves; 
*tis a grand miſtake. The mighty 
Angels are drawn up in Batalia. a- 
gainft them. When Fal:an was ſhot 
by a caſual Arrow; it's reported 
that he flung his bloud into the Air 
_ Chriſt, appearing to him x, 
Sozomen @ ;@ayn, ouTYW £0MITIGHENO- and 
4.6.c-2: accuſed him ofhis flaughter : Others 
_ ſay, that he cried out with ſcoff and 
ret. 1. 3.c. blaſphemy , Thou haſt overcome me 
20. O Galilean, thou baſft overcome me. 
Caſlendor. gyt whether Chrift himſelf, or an 
4 of 4 Angel by kis ordination, as others 
Niceph. 1. report, it alters the caſe but little, Þ hat 
0. c. 35. ſince we are ſure it was like the Ar- | his 
row ordained againſt Ahab, it hit Þ Po! 
by the aſſignation and condu& of | Ar 
Heaven, or as Sozomen phraſes 5 | the 
wv - er Tb gvouge Five , he was | Ne 
fainby God, and reccived the due || nec 
reward of his infamous taunt againſt Þ  ] 
hgh ren ow 0 wag rl "pf 

marching agai Perſeans, hele- ff } 
rely threatned the Chriftians that bs 
P0Z. 74. the Carpenters Son ſhould not avail | for 
them. To which a Prophetical ob 
n 
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the Myitle Gxobe, 31 
fon ſmartly replied, that he was 
preparing a Coffin for '7#l:an, and 

was buried ith ſcorn in the Su- 
burbs of Tar/ſu4, by a rabble piping 
and dancing , and exclaiming, O -,, - 
great fool, where are now thy Prophe- * 
fes? God and bu Chriſt have over- 
come thee : So let all thine triemies pe- 
ToLEE The great God hath 

the' Hoſts in Heaven and Earth at 
his back : Various ſorts and offices 
of Angels, fome red, others ſpeck- 

and white, alluding to thediver- 
eres of Colonrs in the Standards of 
Armies, to know their Leaders,and 
to keep rank and order. e/Elan 
tath writ his Tafticks, and Polyenu: 
———romg cage but no Methods or 
Policies like thefe of the Angelical 
Arty, who lye in ambuſh behind -_y +4 
the Myrtle Trees, and ſpread their 5” © *® 
Nets over the Heads of [the ten-hor- 
ned Beaſt of Babylon. 

Let not the Church be troubled, v/.2. 
ſometimes the Speckled Horſes ap- 
pear, though various adminiftrati- 
ons interweave the Churches com- 
forts. _ will paſs, and a durable 
Somer follow: What begins with red, 
g0CS: 


-|® 


F.2.2. 


The Uilion'ot - 
on with led, and ends in 
Site: The pimen or yu'y at 
firſt, but always fſucceſsful,and ſhall 
be. crowned with vigtory. The 
Church is like the Roman Empire 
whereof the Hiſtorian ſaid, Pugna 
witts Fn nungquam bello : A Battel 
may {ometimes go off dubious but 
never overcome in awar. The 
Churches Myrtles ſhall never . be 


cut down ſo long as an Angel can 


keep the field, he will prote&t them, 
So long as the Captain of the Lords 
Hoſts wears his. Myrtle Crown, he'll 
lead his Church in pleaſant meaſures 
in the Wildernes of Shar, and teach 
them to ſing- the triumphal Song of 
Moſes and the Lamb on the brink of 
the Red Sea, while the Egyptian 
Carcafſes dance upon the waters in 
regular orderto the Churches Son; 
nets. 

Let this- exerciſe the faith. of 
Saints : Though they ſit heavy in a 
dark night, yet morning will come: 
Though theChurch mourn in a gloo- 
my bottom, yet atlength ſhe ſhall 
be advanced on the top of the high- 
eft Mountains, Though wicked c- 
nemies 


waa = = ww. a5 «<< & v1 


wc aA 0 rw a BE Oa44 rm ,ng «m6 wil A, 


the Byrtle G2ove. 
nemies compaſs them. round for a 
while: yet the Hoſt of |; with- 
in them.thall- break through and put 
all the Armies of the Aliens to 
flight. The fourth watch of the 
night though the darkeſt, yet *ris 
ncareſt the morning, and the deep- 
eft place of the Valley is next to the. 
foot of the Mountain for aſcent. 

Let this. Viion comfort the 
Church that. God is pleaſed to fend 
Prophets to manifeſt the ifſue of all 
their troubles. They ſhall not on» 

be delivered in due time; but they 

all know 'it beſore-hand to aſlwage 
their ſorrows, -and to heighsen their 
expectations of deliverance. Though 
the Viſion be givenby night, yet he 
ſhines upon the head of his Zachary, Amos 3.7: 
and 'does. nothing but what he re- 
veals to his Servants the. Prophets ; 
and we muſt enquire from thew not 
only ur duty in a night of darkneſs, 
but our comfort alſo in the Valley of 
afflition. Let's. remember.to keep: 
to the ſociety, of Myrtles,: if we 
would enjoy the preſence of Chriſt, 
the proteRon of Angels, the viſions 

| Len wil 
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of Prophets, and final viftory over 
the Churches Enemies: ' 


ry after the end of the Viſion when 

the white horfes "of victory and 
triumph ſhall appear to the Chufch: 
As he {aid to the man panes "cp 

nen, How long ſhall it be to the #1d © 
__ rar Kore ry {ow as that Saifit en- 
nl of the Palmoni or the won- 

erful Numberer, How long ſhall it 

be that the Santtuary andthe Hoſt 
ſhall be trodden under foot ? And he 
b-14 Ffaid unto him, 2300 days, then ſhall 

the Santtunry br & 9c 

" 2X:,25.8. Let's count then from the burn- 
Fer. 52 ingofthe City and Temple of Feru- 
Ur. ſalem by Nebuchadnezzar in the 
2300 1Igth, year of his Reign, which was 
553 concurrent with the 588th. vulgar 
$712. yearbefore the Nativity of our bleſ- 
ſcd Lord : From which time, if we 

reckon 2300 years, it'leads us by 
the hand to the common year of our 


pure Worſhip which' hath beer op- 
poſed and confuſed ever ſince the 
ruin of Solomoxy's Temple, it's very 
likely may be reſtored to an Evange- 


lical 


Uf.;. Add. ' The laft Uſe ſhould be for inqui- ' 


Lord 1712. About which time the | 
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lical Glory; and the : abominations 
of. defolation removed; out of the 
way- ' 1 know what s ſaid about the 
literal fulfilling of ti.is- Text, under 
Antiochw , and the myſtical in the 
days of 7«l5an ;, but I take it to be a 
more comprehenſive Oracle, -not to 
be here amply diſcuffed. As for F«- 
lians time,when the 7ews attempted 
to rebuild the Temple by his Edi 
in ſcorn to our Saviours Prophecy in 
the year 363, when Fulian was 4th 
time Conſul with Selxft:m9e Promotus. 
We find no account of any Sacrifice 
then offered, for they were but 
clecring the Rubbiſh. How then 
can this be an Epoche from the taking 
away that Sacrifice which was not 
then offered; no, nor (ince the days 
of Titus. Beſides Julian did [this in 
a mock-favour to the Fews,and ſtood 
not with an Army in the Holy Place 


or City, for he came nonearer than: 


about Antrech in his march to Per- 
ſia ;, and therefore this can. be no 
root of numeration in this caſe. | 

Another' gracious manifeſtation 
of the time is in the 12th. Chapter, 


which muſt be underſtood of the ta- 
king 
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king away Evangelical Worſhip for 


Dan.12.7, the time, times and a half mentioned, 


v. 7. are diſertly and diftintly ap- 
oat to the duration of the ter« 

orned beaft, in+ the 7rþ Chapter; 
and is coincident with 12<o days in 
Fehn, or the 42 months of: their 
mpingtoun the Holy City, de- 
taining: the Woman in the Wilder- 
neſs and the Witneſſes in ſack-cloth: 
But in afmuch that Dame adds 30 
days tothe 12.60, it may be ſugge- 
ſted that he refle&s upon: the Refti- 
tution. of [ſ-ae! and their converſion 
to offer up {ſpiritual Sacrifice, which 


>. may: be performed ſome ſhort time: 


1250 
410 


19CO 


after the reſurreQion of the Eftate' 
of the Charch in the Weſt. So then: 
if the Ten-horned Beaſt roſe in the' 
Ruines 'oÞ the Roman Empire: It's 
but conſidering when that City was- 
taken, and the Imperial State demo- 
liſht and finiſht, and connex the 
1260. or 124y3; and' the blefled 
times will appear to the comfort and 
joy of. the Church. 

 Romie was firſt taken by Alaricm 
A410, a 
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A ſecond time by Genſerreus, A. 
455- 
The third by Odoarer, A. 476. 


When having taken Rome, depoled 
Auguſtulus. Paulus Diaconus ſub- 


joynes, Ita Romanorum apnd Ro- on in ds 
mam. Imperium toto terrariem orbe ve- a1 Eutrop 
nerabile & Auguſtalis illa ſublinitas, 1.16. þ- 
que ab Auguſto quondam Oftavianee- *55* 


reita fs cam hoc Augnſtulo peritt. 
Thus the Empire of the Romans at 
Rome, venerable through the whole 
World, and- that imperial dignity 
which-roſe in Auguſtus, periſht in 
Auguſtulwu, 


Bleſſed is he that readeth and they oy, 1.9; 


that beare the words of this Prophecy, 
x, ThpSilts and that keep the things 
written therein, for the time 15 at hand. 
The word 7» p4v ſometimes ſignifies 
Aſtronomical Obſervations. We 
ought to be more curious and dili- 
gent in calculating' the motions of 
Scripture-times than the moſt accu- 
rate Obſerver of Eclipſes and other 
Heavenly Configurations which are 
of great uſe in Scripture Chronolo- 


gy. The Throne of this 24. David 7). 39-36, 
5 more cftabliſht than the Sun or 37: 


the 


The QUliſton of 
the Moon before him, and as a faith 
ful Witneſs in Heaven. Behold, be 
cometh quickly, bleſſed 1s he that keep- 
eth the ſayings of the Prophecy of this 
Bock. 

But ſome may fay, What comfort 
is this to us, who it may be, are ne- 
ver like to ſce theſe glorious times ; 
let us make our calling and clefion 
ſure, that we may enter into the E- 
ternal Joy of our Lord. 

I anſwer : Of all things in the 
World let's firft make ſure of our 
own Salvation,, and clear our evi- 
 Qencesto eternal life, that we'may 
have abundant entrance into the 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. 

they , letthe'proſperity of Sion 

Ive warm at our hearts. All the 
Holy men of old took great delight 
in bcholding the Churches Glory , 
- though but in the Glaſs of Viſion; 
Nay they took pleaſure inher ſtones 
and/favoured the duſt thereof : For 
when the Lord ſhall build vp Zn, 
be ſhall appear in his glory. This 
ſhall be written for the Generation 
to come and the people that ſhall be 
created, ſhall praiſe the Lord. The 
times 
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times of refreſhing ſhall come, and 
the reſtitution of all things whereof 3, .,. 
God bath ſpoken by the mouth of * 
«t his Holy Prophets ſince the world 2 7*t. 3-2- 
began; and we ought to be mind- 
ful of the words ſpoken before by 
the holy Prophets and Apoſtles con- 
cerning the promiſe of his coming ; 
looking for, and haftning to the com- 
ing of the day of God, when there 
ſhall be a new Heaven and a new 2 
Earth wherein dwelleth righteouſ- 
nets, teſtifying that Holy Pawthath 15. 
{poken of theſe things in his Epiſtles: R 
When the Creature it ſelf (diſtintt from : A— 
Saints , y 23- ) ſhall be delivered 

the bondage of corruption tute 
fo rious liberty of the Satof God. 
Shall the great God think it weer in 
his heavenly wiſdom and goodneſs 
to the Church to foretel by «4 his 
Holy Prophets and Apoſtles thete 

rious times ? 'Shall the Son of 

receive this diſcovery from the 
Father and ſignifie it to his Angel, 
and ſenJ it by his Angel to his Ser- 
vant Fohn his beloved Diſciple. 
What a magnificent appar«tw.is here 
frotti God: the Father to-the Son , 


from 


> CY Nw _ ww. Vv_rFwn< as. ..oq£aca D©aX. EY I WW. o.- © 


The Uiſion of 
from hjs Son to the Angel, and from 
the Angel to Fohn { Such as is be- 
fore no Book of Holy Scripture be- 
ſides, and this upon the Lords Day 
toan Apoſtle in the Spirits extaſie , 
and to a bofom Apoſtle in tribulati- 
on, and in the Kingdom and Pati- 
ence of Jeſus Chriſt. Nay, what a 
Majeſtical Scene is laid down in the 
4th. Chapter,. which is wholy ſpent 
in preparation-for theſe Viſiens of 
things to come. A door opencd in 
Heaven, and 'a- voice like a Trum- 
pet, and a'pglorivus Throne appear- 
ing, and a Perſen upon it invilage 


FESESS EPR 


like the various-coloured Jaſper and fic,; 


the incarnate Sardine, and the Rain- 
bow ofthe. Covenant like the green 
Emerald round about the Throne , 
And ſhall minute, filly,mortal worms 
make light of theſe things, and de- 
ſpiſe to ſtudy the ſplendid radiant 
Propheſics let down from Heaven as 
a token of Gods love to his Church; 
It becomes not any, who profeſs 


themſelves the Servants ofthe moſt * 


high God. Are they wiſer than Da- 
el, who underſtood the number 


of the years by Books, and ſet _ 


py 
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kfto prayer about it. Yea, the 
Angel of the Covenant urges the 24h. 1. 
- Youmber of the years in prayer, and Ko 


eV. 
18. 


15 


the Spirit of God ſets it down for a 
point of wiſdom to count the num- 
der of the Beaſt. To what end ? 
but for the conſolation of the Church 
hen they know by the mouth of + 40. 2. 
is holy Prophets that her warfare Oy 
s accompliſhed z and that God *'* 5 
puld in due time raiſe up one from Cyrus. 
he North, and the riſing of the Sun. 
Behold, behold I'will give to Jerula- 
” flem anethat bringeth good tidings It's 
great —_ to the hearts of 
Saints who areaffeRionately inclin'd 
d the good and welfare of Zr, to 
hear that God will bring down his j;, 52... 
proud enemies, and ſhortly make 
u#ſalem the praiſe and joy of the 
ole Earth; and though them- 
lelves ſhould not "hrs, 4 ſee all 
the goodneſs that God will ſhew to 
is people ; yet like good old Si 
con will fing to take the young be- 
Fraing of this Salyation in their 


| David, though forbidden to build 1 Chr. 28. 


the Temple, yet prepared for it 3 
FEY with 
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with all bis might and ſet his affeQi- 
. on upon it, and.rejoyced with great 
joy. " Moſes, though he could not 
obtainto 1ec the good Land beyond 
Jordan, that goouly Mountain, e- 
ven Lebanon and that pleaſant Val- 
ley of Damaſcns, which lies between 
the two Lebanens from W- to Eaft 
about 40 miles in length, the tweet- 
e and goodlieſt Valley that ever 
the Sun ſhincd upon: As a learned 
Traveller told mz, who was a late 
eye-witneſs of its beauty ; -yet holy 
Moſes enjoy'd great pleaſure inta- 
king but a proipe& ofir before he 
dyed trom the top of F5/2ah. 

Beloved Damet pronounceth him 
blefied, that waiteth and cometh to 
thele happy times, and receives a 
promiſe of ſtanding in this Lot oſhis 
mheritance in the end of the days : 
And laſtly, blefſed Fohn prophecy- 
ing of the New Feraſalem, and of 
the ſaved Nations which ſhall walk in 


the light thereof, and of the Kings | 


of the Earth bringing their glory 
and honour inte it, declares them 
blefſed that do his Commandments, 
and thereby have right to the Tous 
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ofLife, and to enter through the 22.14 
Gates into the City. 

To end, \+ hat though ſeveral 
have erred in the Computation of 
Times, this does no way invalidate 
the dignity of Scripture Oracles , 
nor the certainty of their diſtinttly 
timed iſſue ; but ſhould ſtir up 0- 
thers to compare Scriptures more 
accurately,te ſearch the Ancient Hi- 
ſtories more curiouſly, to diſcern 
what providences have writ their 
comment upon thoſe parts of pro- 
phecy already fulfilled, to be diligent 
in the computation of Eclipſes and 
other appearances of the heavenly 
bodies. which are the onely true 
fixers of Chronology, without which 
all calculations in this nature will 
prove lame and inſignificant, to con- 
ſider the nature of Scripture years 
which may ſomewhat differ from the 
Fulian, But above all, to pray ar- 
dently for the Spirits condu&, {ince 
- the Apoſtle conjoynes'the quenching 1 The'. 5. 
ofthe Spirit to the deſpiſing of pro- 19, 2% 
phecy , and know afſuredly , That 4b. 2. 3- 
the Viſion is for a xed, an appoint- 
ed time, and he that ſhall come will 
0 poo E £'> 6 | come 


4s The QUifion of 
come and will not tarry, and the 
benign Dews ſhall ſweetly deſcend 
Mi:. 5-7- upon the Mountains of Zim, which 
tarrieth not ( for mans time) nor 

wazteth for the Sons of Men. 


The Second 
DISCOURSE 


ABOUT THE 
LILLY among THDRNS. 


em 


Songs 2, 2, 


ERE we have Chriſts own 

Pencil drawing the beau- 

tiful Face of his Spouſe 

from the Glaſs of his 

own Countenance, with this diffe- 
rence , Cyriſt is Aa Lily among the 
Roſes of Sharon, the Church a Lilly 
among the Thorns in the Valky of 
weeping : Chriſt, the Lilly in Glory , 
the Church in Grace : Chriſt in Pa- 
radiſe, the Church in a Wilderneſs. 
And *tis no ſmall part of his Lilly- 
like meekneſs, to own his Church in 
der thorny eftate, and deſcribe her 
by his own beauty. She 3s perfett 

C 
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| Fztk. 16. through the comelineſs that he puts 


I'4s 


upon her. The Churches Moon fhines 
by the Rayes of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs refleed upon her, 


In the words obſerve : 

1. The nature and feature of the 
Church ſet forth by Lillies. 

2, The ſcituation of this beauti- 
full Plant: *Tis among Thorns. 

3. Chriſt's tender affe&tion to 
tiis Church while ſet - among the 
Thorns : She is the love of Chriſt. 

4+ The compaſhon of Chriſt im- 
plyed in this his own Deſcription. 
He himſelf takes kind notice, how 
his beloved Spouſe is encompaſſed 
and endangered by Thorns and 
Bryars. 

There be ſome, (as Brightman 
and Cotton) y;ho reduce this Song to 
a Prophecy, and the Chaldee Para- 
phraſt refers this ſtaff of the Song to 
the time of captivity ; I ſuppoſe he 
means that of Babylon. I ſhall not, 
diſcuſs thofe Prophetical Notions on 
this Song of Songs; nor be very 
{ollicitous about the ſort of Lilly 
here aſlum'd for the Metaphor. 
Whe- 


among. Thopns, 
Whether the Tulip of Ferſia,- to 


which Solomon is reſembled, when 244.6429. 


in all his glory; or whether that , 
now called the Lilly of the Valles, 
which bears that curious lovely 
Flower growing among” Woods and 
Thickets. | 
Neither ſhall I enlarge my Dif- 
courſe upon this Lilly-Valley , by 
drawing Parallels between it and 
the Church as to its beauty, tendcr- 
neſs, lowlinets, purity, candor or 
fragrancy ; its gratefulneis to the 
Nerves and Me.iicinal Virtue for af- 
feftions of the Head, its ſudden 
growth and bloſloming in the. Spring 
time o'the year. But leave all thefe 
for ſubjects to pious meditations,and 
repair to the 24. branch of the Text, 


ſcil. The ſtate or poſition of the 


Church of Chriſt among Thorns. 
By Thorns are meant the Daugh- 
ters, ſo ſays the Spirit. And as 
there are two forts of Daughters , 


the Daughters of Men and the Gen. 6. 4.* 
aughters of Jeruſalem, it may be 5s; *7+ 


demanded what Daughters are {ſet 
forth by the Thorns in the Text? © 
C2 I 


48 The Lilly 
—_— I anſwer, That ſince the Daugh- 
ters of Feruſalem were the outward 

Profcflors in the Jewiſh Church , 

who might poffibly at firft be ſigni- 

nified by Weeds in the Garden. But 
when once they became Perſecu- 
tors, I ſuppoſe that they are not 
incongruouſly compared to the 

Brambles of the Delert. For ſure- 

' ly as Bernard glances, ſhe is mals 
-: "_ an flia Ke pungit Eccleſiam, an unto- 
Urs 

a__ Daughter that ſcratches the 
Church. Yet, fince the Wilder- 
neſs is the proper and native Seat of 
Brambles; this Text may poſhbly 
reflet upon the Lilly of the Gen- 
tile Church. But *tis ſafer to take 
in the whole Spouſe of Chriſt, and 
ſhew, That both Heathens and for- 
mal Profeſſors are very offenſive and 
uncomfortable Afociates to the 
Church of Chriſt. 

That the Lord Jeſus hath moſt 
tender loye to his Church, while 
vexed and difquieted by the Tribu- 
lations of this World. Great loveto ©- 
them as Lillies, but yerning bowels 
as in the midſt of Thorns, by 

is 
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among Thos 
This Point divides it ſelf into 
two Parts. 

The ſtate of the Church in this 
World. 

The love of Chriſt to her in this 
State. 

I ſhall endeavour to treat of the 
firft under 6 Propoſitions. 

There's a vaſt diſparity between 
a Lilly and a Thorn. Thorns are the 
natural Daughters of the World; 
or at beſt, but carnal Profeffors 
with the Maſque of Religion. The 
Lilly is a true Saint, an Off-ſet from 
the Root of Chriſt. He forms bis 
holy Nature inthe Church, and then 
calls her by his ownname of a ſpotleſs 
innocent Lilly. He turns a Bramble 
mto a Lilly by omnipotent = , 
and then loves it with a fpotlels,end- 
teſs delight. A Child of God ma 
remember his Bramble-nature with 


-holy ſhame and humble thankful- 


neſs, and labour to lead a ſpiritual, 
meck, and heavenly life, like aLilly 
of Chriſts _—— 

This Lilly , it pleales divine love 
and wiſdom to plantin, the midſt of 
athorny prickly world: Tis Chrift 


-' 
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The Lilly 

himſelf hath ſet it , and therefore 
ſees and watches it in this perilous 
ſtate. His Wiſdom thought meet 
to ſet it, and his love delights to 
Suard it. Brambles ſuck away the 
nitrous juice of the earth, to form 
their pungent prickles, that Lillies 
may draw more wholeſome bal- 
lame.. 

Saints grow the more gracious 
by the vicinity of ſcratching Briars, 
and holy Men ſhould meckly bear 
their ſtation, ſince *tis the will of 
Chriſt. 

Its great diſcomfort to a Saint 
that's very gracious, to live in a 
vexing World, But his tribulation 
worketh patience under forrows, ex- 
perience of divine Protection, and 
hope of glory, and therefore glorys 
init, Wo #methat 1 ſojourn in Me- 
ſech, and live in the black Tents of 
Kedar, but joys in hope that the 
Badger-skins of X:4r, ſhall one day 
be changed into the Purple Curtains 


of Solomon. The Church both muſt © 


and may have ſome ſociety with 
thorny perſons wich ſowr tempers, 
as well as (inful natures, not one- 


ly 


— _ 
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y originally wicked but of ſharp and 
contentious ſpirits. 

A ſweet temper mixt with holi- 
nes makes grace more beautiful, 
eſpecially when planted in the midſt 
of thorns. . Who would expe ſuch 
a beautiful Lilly as Abigail by rhe 
ſides of a Churliſh Nall, or a 
meek David near a taunting Afi- 
chol? Thorns are the more uncome- 
ly, and the Lillies much more de- 
fireable. 

ON rn how ſhall a Saint behave £., 
himſelf among ſuch ruggid and pierc- 
ing Spirits ? 

A. 1. With holy caution, when 4- 
thorns be ſo. near , remember how 
ſoon they may prick, Saints muſt 
take heed of paſſive offence : Not 
to take it unkindly, as well asnot to 
provoke. 

Briars are touchy things and a&t 
their nature, let them alone to the 
Juniper Coals of Magiſtrates, or £/+ 1292.4- 
fire from Heaven as they live unfruit- 
ful and undeſired, fo they uſually dy 
unlamented : No man is any farther 
troubled at a Doz when he ſnarles 
or bites, then to avoid his curriſh 

| C 4 tem- 
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temper, who expects from an Aſs 
but rude braying; from a Horſe 
but ſarly kicks; from a Swine, but 
mire and grunting z or from Thorns, 
but ſcratches. Stand out of their 
way as much ed ad and let 
ſuch beaſts bite and fight and ſcratch 


together, let thy delight be among 
the excellert that are in the earth. 
The law of kindneſs governs the tengue 
and the law of meekneſs the heart of a 
Saint. 

2. Gracious perſons ſhould behave 
themſelves inoffenſively, as there is 


beauty,ſo there*s ſmoothneſs and le- 

nity ina Lilly. There's no leſs mercy 

then majeſty in the nature of koli- 

neſs. A Child of God dares not do 

that toa wicked man which he ſuf- 

fers {rom him. A Saint muſt ſhine 

1P:1.2-22. with a winning converſation to the 

aud 3,1. froward: If poſſible, anoint their 

ſharp prickles with the oil ofa ſoft 

anſwer, that when they enter, this 

, may convey a healing drop into the 
wound. lts ſaid of the Viper, that * 

with his needle-teeth he drops from 

his head a yellow poyſonous liquor 

dipt inrage,that inflames the _ N 
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"Iet's pour in ſome Balm of Gilead, 


into the gauls and gaſhes of vene- 
mous ſpirits; for healing apologics 
C xeaOTD ] comforts and ſweetens 
againſt great offences. 

3- Patiently, knowing that thorns 
never ſcratch the Church but as 
they are moved and waved by the 
wind of divine providence. This is 
a Saints comfort though ſuch crook- 
ed thorns may rend the tender flow- 
er of his body, yet cannot hurt his 


- 


53. 


ECC. 10.4: 


root. Though he grow like a ſmall H#oſe.14:5+- 


lowly Lilly, yet his roots are like the 
Cedars of Lebanon. Ye never ſay 
a Bramble ſcratching up the root of 
a Lilly; as he knows it not, 10 he can- 
fot. A Saints faith in and union to 
Chrift remains inviolable. Nay , 
many times,the pulling off his viſible 
flowers, makes this root the ſtrong- 
cr. 

O happy Church! O happy 
Saint! No enemy can think a mali- 
cious thought, but 'tis foreſeen, con- 


duſted and often returned upon 


their own heads by an inviſible pow- 


Wk; 3%. 


IO. 


er. Be patient, he ſees that their pſ. 35,12, 


day is coming who has appointed it. 
GC. 5 When 
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I. 10,17. When the light of Iſrael ſhall be for a 


fire,and his holy ane for a flame, and 
it ſhall burn and devour the thorns and 
briars in one day. 

The Church is among thorns as 
an embvleme of its Perſecutions, un- 
godly men are always (4: prompt) 
ready tor miſchief, though not (x 
ety) continually vexing the Church 
of Chriſt : every wicked man has a 
Bramble in his heart, and ſometimes 
hangs out at his mouth in bitter 
taunts. The Son of the Bond woman 
will perſecute him- that 1s born after 
the Spirit, The Nightingale ſings 
with a thorn at her breaſt by night, 
though ſhe ſces it not always, yet 
may lometimes feel itt Its vain fas 
the Church to promiſe ſelf-ſecurity 
in a Land of Scorpions. Let the 
wind blow from any corner either 
of Paganiſme or Hercſie : the ſtorms 
will impetuouſly claſh the thorns up- 
on the Lillics, and the Churches 
ſides receive many a gaſh. Sichath 


bin often taught witdom from the: 


Briars and Thorns of the Wilder- 
neſs. But here our thorns are the 
malepert daughters of Jeruſalem. 


Such 
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among Thorns. 


Such as grow in Gardens are the 
worſt, becauſe the ranker foile 
breeds the ſtrongeſt prickles. The 
fharpeſt Perſecutions pierce the 
Church from the daughters of for- G-/-4-25- 
mal Fernſalem;, as may appear by 
the Few:ſh, Arian, and Popiſh Ty- 
rannies over the Spoule of Chriſt. 
Mark an Apoſtate Fulian, that fcofts 
and taunts moſt bitterly againſt 
the Church, accor'ing to that old 
ſaying, Onmis apoſtata ofor ſut ordi- 
nt. Every Apoſtate hates the parry 
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from which they d-clined, and be- 
come of all Perſecutors the moft 
cruel and barbarous. Thorns that 
are nigheſt by education, produce 


the ſharpeſt tryals, as the Pſalmiſt 

Prophecied in the Perſon of Chriſt, 

My familiar friend hath lift up his Pl. 41. g- 

heel againſt me, with which the Pro- 

phet accords, Theſe are the wounds £4c-13.6' * 

received in the houfe of my friends, 

My Mothers Children are angry with Song. 1.6. 

me.The ſweeteſt wine makes the ſhar- 

peſt Vinegar. The neareſt Relations 

the moſt bitter conflits,who ought 

to yield the moſt tender cmbraces. 

Bernard obſerves they had not God to yery, it, 
their 


The Liffy 

their Father, but *the Devil, though 
they boaſted of their formal Mother. 
A cruel Mother that milks out poy- 
{on and ſpits venome inthe face of 
her Children, pretends the hony of 
peace and diſcipline, and mixes the 
gall of pride, and flings out fire- 
brands. 

4. This Song preſents but one 
Lilly among many thorns, my dove 
lays Chriſt, my undefiled is but one, 
ther's but one Spouſe, one Bride 
of Chriſt. 

1. One to ſhew the patlcity of 
true Believers, as to the multitude 
of ungodly perſons, hypocrites and 
formal Profeſſors. Briars multi- 
ply vaſtly, the very tops of Bram- 
bles will ſhoot down and take root 
in the neighbouring mould. The 
heads and hearts of the wicked run 
in the earth to a vaſt extent, but a 
Lilly never. Feracious and fruit- 
ful is the nature of ſin and finners, 
How many Families fll'd with un- 


holy perſons, ſcarce a Lilly to be- 


found. How few true Saints in 
City or Country : As the Prophet 
{peaks of the Berries of an Olive: 
tree, 
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come ts Zion. 

2. One to ſhew their unity, one 
root, though many flowers. The 
Church delights in oneneſs of heart 
and ſociety. Unity and verity cling 
togerher, falſity and diviſion are ve- 
ry numerous. The wicked ſeldome 
agree but in tearing and defacing the 
Church, Plat and Herod joyn hands 
againſt Chriſt, and mark what a 


crew of enemies unite and confe- 11.83.56. 


derate againſt the Church , elſe 
there's little union among the wick- 
ed, becauſe pride (the principle of 


diviſion) compaſf them like a chain, 7.73.6. 


and therefore wiolence as a garment. 
Their enmity to the Church drags 
them into ſome temporary union 
as with an iron Chain. The Popiſh 
Synagogue brags of their general u- 
nion: *Tis but a Spaniſh brag. For 
one of their Cardinals numbers a- 
bove three hundred differences of 
opinion in the Romiſh Church, and 


-one of their Caſuiſts confeſses near BY Hall 


threeſcore differences in the point 4 


of Confeſſion, and many more _ Lond, 
els 1623, 


be added of Popes and Coun 


and 


tree, one of 4 City or two of a Tribe to ![. 17.6. 


The Lilly' 

and Frieries one againſt another. 
But the true Church hath an admi- 
rable union, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptiſm, Feruſalem is a City 
compact together,and at unity with- 
in her ſelf. Though outward Pro- 
feſſors have fome variance, yet in 
the grand fundamental of free grace 
and ſalvation by faith alone the cor- 
feſſions of the Reformed Churches 
rejoyce in a {weet harmony, as to 
lefler points, Oh that it were as it 
ought to be and ſhall be in theglo- 
rious times that are & coming. 

3- One, to ſhew what concerns 
the Church in general, is applica- 
ble to every member. Each pro- 
miſe and priviledge is univerſal and 
yet peculiar, to teach Believers that 
are in Covenant to lay hold on e- 
very promile, as if made to them a- 
tone. Abraham's promile is thine , 
for it was not written for his ſake a- 
lone but for us alto if we believe. 
What was ſaid to Foſhua, was faid 


to thee, he wilt ntver leave thee nor” 


Heb. 13.5, forſaks thee. Its- common faith and 


Tit.1. 4s 
Fude 2, 
Heb.-i1. 
40s 


common ſalvation, that they with- 
out us ſhould not be made perfett; 
The 
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The Church is a Dove that brings 
an Olive-branch to every Noah, 
within the Ark of Chriſt ; the love 
- of Chriſt is general to all, and fingu- 
lar to each individual member. 
Each Saint hath an equal title to 
his love and all fpiritual joys as the 
whole. 

The Lilly is not only encumbred 
with thorns but grows amongſt 
them. *Tis not a dead flower cropt 
and flung there, but thrives and 
flouriſhes though hedg'd and hem'd 
with thorns. It ſends forth a grar 
cious ſmell among noiſome briars, 
when planted there by Chriſt. Oh 
learn to adorn Religion in a barren 
ſoil amidſt troublous enemies, that's 
the glory of a Saint, to be a 7o/eph, 
a Moſes in the midſt of «zypr, an 
Obadiah at Samaria, a Nehemiah 
in Shuſhan, a Foanna in Herod's Luke 8.3, 
Court, In a thorny family among 
ſharp relations, in a prickly Land 
to ſcent like Heaven. To retaine 

"proving innocency and. tender- 
carted-lenity #12 4 crocked and per- 


verſe Nation. To. beautifie and 
| Fyeeten the dunghil World. To _ 


The Lilly 

luftrate a wild Common full of bri- 
ars by the purity of holineſs. To 
pray for fuch as prick their ſides, ro 
do good to ſuch as hate and ſpitefully 
ſcratch them, a {pirit of God 
and a fpirit of glory reſts 
upon them, to be filled with 
the good will of him that dwelt and 
ſhined in the briar of Horeb: This 
is to'be like- our heavenly Father. 
*Tisno great praiſe to be quiet ina 
Hermitage, and to fly like a Dove 
from Kedar, but in the midſt of 
buſineſs, relations and troubles, 
then ſhines the grace of a Saint. 

6. The Churches Lilly often re- 
ceives protection from the thorns a- 
bout them. The fame hand planted 
both thorns and lillies. The lilly 
within, and the thorns for protec&ti- 
on about it. The Briars often 
twiſt and twine themſelves into an 
arbor to defend the Church. Saul 
and the Philiftmes encountring to- 
gether gave eſcape to David. Fuli- 
an and the Perſians delivered the 
primitive Chriſtians. The Saddxces 
and Phariſees conflict reſcued Paul 
into the hands of LZyſ#as. The 

Church 
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among Thoms, 
Church often grows ſafely under 
the intangled counſels of infa- 
tuated Achitophels, and ſubtile 
Flamans. 

While they perplex and involve 
each other, hay become inſnared 
by the works of their own hands, 
and the Church fings Higgaion Se- 
lah. The ſtate of Geneva 1s compa- 
red to a bone that z ſturdy Maſtiffs 
ſtand by and ſnarl one at another, 
but dare not touch it. The Motto 
upon the Churches briars, may well 
be that of Scotland's thiftles, ne w- 
pune laceſſant : God fences his lillies 
about by the thorns of carnal Pro- 
feflors, as well as the tall Brambles 
of Baſhan, the open aud violent Pa- 
gan enemies. The multitudes of 
Formaliſts in and about the Church 
a wiſe God turns both to ſhadow 
and ſhelter 3 to ſhadow from the 
ſcorching Sun that would wither it, 
and to ſhelter it from the foot of 
Beaſts, the foot of pride and vio- 
lence that might tread it down. 
They are always good ſubjeRs, uſe- 
ſul and painful and faithful in their 
ſtations. Foſeph*s frugal prudence 

gat 
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gat him favour in the eye of Pha- 
raoch. Mordecat's truſtineſs to the 
life of Abaſuerm raiſed him to ho- 
nour, and Daniel's ſagacity and ex- 
pertneſs in affairs, was a notable 
ſtep to his perlonal honour, his 
further advancement in the riſing 
Perſian Court, and a return ſor the 
Church of God out of Babylon. 

Let's deſcend to apply, the Ute is 
two-fold, to. the thorns and lil- 
lies. 

1. To the Thorns in ſome parti- 
culars. 

1. Remember your vile original, 


what are _ but the curſed fruit 
| 


of the fall, whoſe bramble natures 
breed unkind and pricking {pirits. 
God planted no thorns in Paradiſe. 
The ſtate of innocency knew no ſuch 
crooked tempers. He created man 
upright, but he ſought out many in- 
Ventions. 

2. To the Thorns among Lillies. 

Moſt of the Worlds briars grow 
without any lillies among theme 
They live among Nettles, Hemlock 
and Henbane and other poyſonous 
Plants , ſtinging, and tearing, and 


choak- 
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choaking one another, living in ma- Tit. 3. 3. 


lice and envy, hateful and hating one 

another, but remember you that 
have Lillies among you; their hu- 
_u » fragrancy , lenity, purity 
ſhould provoke you. to holy emu- 
lation. They live peaceably by 
you, ſcratch them not. Happy 
thorns, did you know it > God 
would ſoon fold you up into bun- 
dles and deliver you to the ſurnace 
of his wrath, were it not for his 
Choſen among you, Suffer them 4 
while, let the Briars grow till the 
Harveſt, ſays our Lord, Then ſhall 
bu Angels gather out of his King- 
dom, all things that offend and them 
"which do iniquity and ca#t them into 
a furnace of fire ;, there ſhall be wail- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth. 

3. Let wicked perſecuting thorns 
conſider their end, T hat earth that 
beareth thorns and briars ts rejefted 
and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is 
to be burnt, Unſerviceable, unpro- 
fitable wretches cumber the ground, 
ſuck away the juice from Gods 
Plants, onke for building, and injuri- 
ous, that which their prickly ona 

| cat 
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The Lilly 
heat and infeſt the hands that touch 
them. Take heed of perſecuting 
the meck and humble Lillies. 
Theze's no one fin more criminal 
and provoking in the ſight of God. 
He ordains his arrows againſt the 
Perſecutors and dooms them to e- 
ternal fire. When once perſons fall 
to that ſm, God maketh way and 
room for his wrath. Beforethe pots 
can feel the thorns &c. a dark place 
but ſharp againſt Gods enemies: 
Arias and Glaſſes tranſlate it , an- 
tequam ſpine tntelligant rhammum, 
Ec. Before the Therns apprehend 4 
Brawble, an elegant metaphor from 
the growth of rational creatures. 
Before the young tender thorns ſhall 
ariſe to the capacity of a great 
bramble to do more miſchicf. The 
word PH in the plural maſculine 
tes thorns, and the Targam 
offes the Text thus, while they 
are tender and green, : while in 
their youth and vigour, as Husband- 
men cut down thorns before they 
grow rampant , ſo will the Lord 
rear off wicked Perſecutors with 
the whirlwind and burn them _ 
E. 
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among Thos. 
the fire of his wrath before they 
grow old, withered and dry, while 
yet in the ſap and ſtrength, while 
_ are lively and fourithin . The 
delign of the Pſalmiſt exprefſes the 
wrath of God againſt his enemies 
before they ſhall finiſh their purpo- 
ſes to bring utter deſtruion to the 
Congregation of the juſt. 

To the Lillies themſelves. 

1. Reſemble your heavenly pat- 
tern. Take heed of morolity, you 
never found a thorn in the root, 
leaf or flower of a lilly, but what 
was thruſt in by a Briar, it agr 
not to the meek and gentle /na- 
ture of holineſs. Pride and imperi- 
oulneſs of ſpirit is contrary to the 
humility of « Lilly, ſtiffneſs and per- 
verineſs are unſuitable to the flexi- 
ble temper of that lovely plant. 
Drooping and deſponding unbe- 
comes the erect and brisk aſpe& of 
its flower. Saints ſhould labour to 
joy inthe Lord always. Study for 

h innocency, mildnefs, winning, 
ingenious tempers, and candour of 
ipirit as may filence the ignorance 
of fooliſh men, that by holy and a" 
venly 
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_ The Lilly 
venly frames of heart and liſe they 
may convince the briars that tear 
them of their fiery, unrighteous 
ſharpneſs. Saints muſt ſhe a bet- 
ter {pirit dwelling in them, then the 
world knows off, tweet thoughts if- 
ſuing into courteous and affable 
words; {melling fragrantly of hea- 
vens influence, and the dews of 
£10n moiſtning their lovely hearts 
with a converſation fo amiable as 
may glorifie their heaven-born race 
that all about them may delight to 
come within them, to taſte of their 
delicious fpirits as if they dwelt in a 
garden of Pomegranats. 

A Lilly is a tractable Plant, a 
briar is of a {ullen, churliſh, rough, 
Nabal-like ſpirit. Wicked mens 
tempers are cotnmonly like nettles 
and thorns thruſt away that cannot 
be taken with hands, he that touch- 
es them muſt be fenced with iron, 
and the ſtaff of a ſpear, and they 
ſtall be utterly. burnt with fire in 
the ſame place, not to be handled 
without hedgers gloves, without 
guards and fences, but ſo muſt not 
Saints, yet, take heed of offences 
cven 
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even to the Sons of Belial. A 
Lilly will not cannot hurt a thorn. 
You never heard a Sheep barking, at 
a Dog, or ſaw a Dove fly after a 
Bird of Prey. A Saint muſt not be 
of a ſturdy, dogged, proud, rapaci- 
ous inſolent and revengeful temper, 
but commit themſelves to God, For 
Vengeance us mine ſaith the Lord, ll 


repay it* 

9. But may not a Saint ſome- 
times uſe the prick of reproof ? 

A. When the neceſſity of their 
calling, ſtation and relation requires 
it, *tis their duty. They a in no 
no wiſe hate their Brother in their 
heart, but ſhew their love by rebuking 
him , and not ſuffer ſin upon him, 
But, #f he bea ſcorner hell never love 
his reprover, neither will he go unto 
the wiſe, but fight and quarrel and 
backbite moſt venomouſly. #He 
that reproveth a ſcorner gets ſhame 
and blots and hatred. Therefore 
remember the ſphere of thy ſtation 
and go no further. Thorns are al- 
ways ſcratching and cenſuring Saints 
for reproof though bound in duty, 
and though never fo mild, where- 
fore 
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The Lilly 
fore let the Lillies whiteneſs, pu- 
rity and humility be a ſilent ftand- 
ing reproof againſt their neighbour- 
ing briars. 

2. Do you belong to this heaven- 
ly Plant? are you like to Chriſt ? 
are ye his lillies indeed? [_ Let's 
try] can you bear their prickly 
thorns with meekneſs of paticnce. 
A good nature is ſeen more in bear- 
ing and paſſing by injuries that 
might provoke a nettling temper, 
then in beſtowing of benefits. Will 
ye pretend to a lilly and cant bear 
a prick in your good name for 
Chriſt, nor a thorn in your libert 
for the Goſpel ſake, nor a fcratc 
in your purſes for pure worſhip 
and the honourable name of the 
great Lillie of the Vallies, what 
conformity bear we to Chriſt ? The 
Head of the .Church was girt and 
gored with a Crown of thorns for 
us, and muſt not the Churches Sides 


expect the like, Delicatun es Chriiti-, 


ane &c. laid Ferome, thou art tos 
dainty, that muſt be Crowned with 
roles here and glory hereafter : 
what, ſwim in a River of oil, _ 
tac 
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among Thorns. 
the river of Paradiſe; no,no ! C4- 
waantes will be thorns in your ſides 
till ye come to that Canaan a- 
bove. Deceive not your ſelves, 
ſcandals at the Croſs make for- 
maliſts ſtumble into Apoſtacy. A 
great Roman Emperor tryed his 
Courtiers and State Officers by 
Proclamation , who would renounce 
Chriſtianity, to prove their conſtan- 
cy, and ſuch who for flattery or 
ſear fled back from the truth, he 
turned out of their places, telling 
them, that ſuch who were falſe to 
their Saviour, would never be true 
to ther Emperor, Our great Lord 
and King of the Church fometimes 
tries whether we will ſuffer thorns 
m our comforts, rather then in our 
conſciences. Turning times are try- 
ing times. 

3. Pray for the dews of heaven- 
ly grace to fall like Orient Pearls 
upon your lillies. No mattcr what 
briars among us, 1o heavens influ- 
ences ſhowr down upon us. What 
need we beſo much concerned for 
a ſcratch, if a Ballam drop from 
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Heaven preſently cure it? If mul- P94. 15- 


by 
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titudes of thoughts ramble and tum. 
ble within us, let divine comforts 
delight our ſouls : a rare word in 


WEPYL! the Hebrew taken from the ſolaces, 


dancings, dandlings, ſingings of ten- 
cer Mothers to their ftroward and 
fretful Children. If thou canſt 
find and feel God to be in Cove- 
nant with thee, and taking thee in 
arms and cheriſhing thee on the 
knees of his affefion like a Father, 
what matter what the ſcullions in 
the Kitchin , and wicked men the 
rods of his wrath, the Hang-men 
and Executioners of Divine Jucg- 
ments in theearth, be they never 10 
great , ſpeak and twit againft thee 
thou knoweſtthy Fathers love is ſo- 
lid and permanent, though by an 
afflition he chide for > Jult, yet 


Fob. 1 4-3. his heart is with thee, he'll never 
17-24 


leave thee till he-bring thee to him- 
felf, and to the high inheritance. 
Let all the Devils in Hell fling their 
ragged firebrands at thee, make but 
a tuſh ofit in the name of the Fa- 
ther of mercies, they can't hutt 
thee. Pray for the gentle Zephyr, 
the ſweet breathings of Gods Sparit 
ro 
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for what he loves you, and for what 


7Tl 
to flow down and invigorate your Song 4.16. 
Beds of Spices. 

4. Care not what the World 
counts, If God pronounce you to 
be his Lillies. Labour to be more 
—_— what God ſtyles you, 


4- 


the World hates you : If the World 7qþy 1: 


hate you, ſaies our Lord, ye know 18. 


that it hated me before it hated you, 
If ye were of the World, the World 
wonld love its own, but becauſe ye 
are not of the world, but I have cho- 
fen you ont of the world, therefore the 
World hateth you. In his heavenl 

prayer our Lord alfo addrefſe 


thus to the Father; / have given Fobs 15, 


them thy word and the World hath ha- 14 


red them, becauſe they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. 


- Diſgrace from the world , let it 


arm you from going back; and let 
holy emulation edge you forward. 
Leve not the world, nor the things of 
this world, the childiſh faſhion, the 
aPiſh attire, the vain pomp and gliſt- 
ering gewgaws , the tickling and 
ſoul-alienating pleaſures of this 
tranſient and periſhing life. Be ſolid 

D 2 and 
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and ſerious perſofis, let your af- 
fetions be riſen with Chrift to the 
pleaſures. and treaſures that are a- 
bove. 

5- Take heed of the thorns with- 
in, more then them without. While 
your ſoul tabernacles in” fleſh, it 
dwells ina Thicket of thorns, ſcarce 
{ces Heaven but through Crannies. 
Paul had this thorn,« thorn grven,but 
it. bore roſes .at laſt, His ſuffer- 
ings .incenſed him to fight the good 
fight of faith the more couragioully. 

O the piercing thorns of temp- 
tation that annoy the choiceſt 
Saints! he mourns more intenſely 
for the thorns at his heart, then 
thoſe at his feet. He cuts down 
the former, but they grow again, 
Hinc ille lachryme, hence his con- 
tinual ſpring of tears; the others 
without him he tramples down va- 
liantly. Worldly cares, fiery try- 
als, dark deſertions that touch his 
heart, thele exercife his faith and 
patience. But O the fearful Bram» 


ble of Original . luſt, a bramble 
like the Oakes in Baſhar as big as 
the Waſte of his ſoul. 


Here he 
lays 
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lays on with the ax of Repentance 
every day, and makes the Chips to 
fly, till death help him to fetch the 
killing ſtroke upon all his —_— 
enemies. He ſweats and pants: tilt 
he gets the Viory: 

6. Be very olicitous to keep 
your ſelves from the thorns with- 
out. To live holy , and ward off 
wicked mens blows with all pru- 
dence con'iſtent with confeſſion of 


truth and the name of Chriſt, walk, Cl. 4. 5. 


in wiſdom toward. them that are 
without ; let your m— be alway 
with grace, ſeaſoned with Salt. If 
your ſalt be unſavoury, wherewith 
(fays our Lerd) ſhall it be ſeqſpned. 
A violent- calcining fire takes a 

much of the grateful favour of 
ſalt. Take heed of fiery tryals 
that are to try them that dwell 


upon the earth ; If. ye draw back , #6. 10. 
Y . hl Er bw 3% 


wy- ſoul (ſaith G 
pleaſure in you, a dreadful ſaying, 


to be like Iſrael's veſſel wherein #0ez 8. 8. 
. there's nopleaſure. Immundum vas Hiero- 
ſeu inutile &c. quo ad projicienda nym. ia 
ftercora uti ſolemus. a veſſel made #0. 


for the requiſlites of nature to be 
D 3 fad 
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flPd with things unſeemly: let Saints 
ſtudy to be holy and uſeful and like- 
wiſe to be careful and watchful a- 
gainſt the tinures and temptations 
of a prophane World. A Saint 
muſt always carry about him a 
dove-like heart and ſometimes ule 
thenimble ſparkling eye of the Ser- 
pent to guard his dove-like inno- 
cency. Spina pena eff, thorns will 


and not to be hurt is the fruit of 

divine grace and power , but 'tis 

uſually connext with our uſe of 

holy wiſdom towards them. Per- 
ſecutions are oftentimes chaſtiſe- 

ments for ſin, and preparations for 

lor Thougha fruit of the fall,yet 

_ become medicinal to a Saint ; 

his troubles being his comforts. 
Boyſterous winds hurry a Ship to 

its haven. Dangerous diſeaſes of- 

ten ferment the bloud into a puri- 

ty for more proſperous health, 

The poiſon of fin mingles the po- 

&m ,Y/- tion of repentance,, Andromachw's 
6x5 e vis Treakle compoied of a Viper cures 
pera. its venome, The fleſh of a Scorpi- 
on applyed to the place affected, 
| healed 


be afflitive, To live near them - 
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healed Olearius of his pain and tor- Olear.Trz. 
ment. A Saints inward bitings from ** P-195 
Satan are cured by the Dragons 
bloud ſlain by the Spear of Chriſt. 
Its faid that Crocod+le's tears pierce Y Vende- 
the skull of man, I am ſure that a __ w_ 
Saints penitent tears diſſolve the g ;;. 
head and all the inventions of Sa- 
tan. Tocnd; a gracious foul may 
gather the flowers of aſſurance 
from the ſharp prickles of tempta- 
tion and perſecution. He ſucks 
much hony of the thorns that mo- 
left and afflit him. 

7.Aſſociate with heavenly Lillies, »,, 
All the World beſides are but 


'thorns. The common Daughters 


of Fernſalem are lillies in ſhew, bur 
have thorns in heart, and ſome- 
times grow out from the midſt of 
their ſceming flowers. _ They'll 
prick ſometimes as peeviſhly and 
perverſely as open wicked men,and 
as the Daughters of Babylon. What 
delight can a Saint take in their 
vain converſe, their pride and 
worldlineſs ? Many ſtrange Profel- 
ſors ſtart up now adays that bear 
the leaves of their godly Fathers 
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The Lilly 
but not their fruit, they go for 
Daughters of Zn, but are hau, h- 
ty, walk with ſtretched forth nicks, 
and wanton eyes, mincing or tripping 
nicely as they go, and making a tink(- 
ng with their feet. C epitantibus 
Calcers &- Crepidus inſiſtentes, With 
their flaps and ſlaps proclaiming 
their levity and folly, but their 
hearts are little worth , and ther 
tongues like Serpents fork'd with en- 
mity, and ſharp like crooked thorns 
againſt the ways of holineſs, let's 
depart from them and go with our Be- 
loved mto the Gardens, to the beds of 
Spices to feed in the Gardens and to ga- 
ther Lillies, where Chriſt has his 
ſets and knots of Lillies, has pure 
and holy worſhiping Churches , 
there let's aſſemble, though bri- 
ars be near, yet Chriſt is nigher, 

8. Long for Heaven. Send up 
the fragrant odours of your pray- 
ers into Paradiſe where no bleak 


wind, no chilling ſhowrs, no pierc- 


ing thorns ſhall trouble more. Let 
theſe Wilderneſs-prickles ſharpen 
thy pace towards Heaven, being 
well ſhod with the preparation of the 
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Goſpel of peace, yet leap nimbl 

eh Aon and haſten from then 
Cry out of the Valley, the Setrims, 
the ſharp Buſhes in the Plains of 
Moab, and pant for Lebanon where 
thy Lilly ſhall be planted under 
the true Vine and the Tree of 
Lifez where thorns in duties, re- 
ations, enjoyments ſhall make thy 
ſpirit to bleed no more. Where 
thorns from Devils and a wicked 
World ſhall affront and gaſh*'no 
more, where thorns from our own 
hearts or others tongues ſhall 
mo_ no more, whether from the 


Daughters of Gath, or Fern/alem, 2 Som. 1. 
from outragions wickedneſs, or per- 2+ 


verſe formaliſme ſha!l tonch or prick 
or puniſh the Church no more: 
O pray for that Sabbath of reſt, 
that 7ubilee of joy, when from all 
thy -Iabours, ſorrows and tears 
thau ſhalt reſt in the bofome of 


. eternal love, when the furrows made 
. by the torrent of tears in-thy hol- 


low cheeks ſhall be fill'd up by the 
Balm of G:lead, when all thy wounds 
and ſcarrs ſhalt be- bathed into 
ſinoothneſs and -beautifully heaPd 

D 5 in 


75. TheLilly 
in thoſe rivers bf pleaſure that 
flow at the right hand of him that 
ſits upon the Throne , for ever- 
more. 

Aid, I ſhould come now to the Se- 
cond branch of the Do&trine to ſet 
forth the love of Chriſt to his 
Chnrch and each holy Soul —_ 
ighins and groaning among the 
> a, of this Valley of p 5m 
whereof briefly and cloſe. 

1. He forms holy ſighs and 

= in hy Spirit by þ# Spirit. 
ſends his dove into our hearts, 
and then we mourn like doves in 
the clefts of the rock of Ages. He 
puts his ſpirit within us, and then 
Rom.8.27. hearkens to the groanings of his 
Song 2.14- own Spirit, O my dove, let me hear 
thy voice, why ? beeauſe thy Counte- 
nance is comely : Non placet vox, ſi 
Bern. difliceat facies, our _ is comecly 
in the beauty of his righteouſneſs, 
and therefore our voice is pleaſant 
through the melody of his Spi- 

Tit. 

d. 2. Chriſt ſighs with thee. He 
mingles the tears ofhis Croſs with 
the tcars of thy crucifiing affliti- 

Ons, 


Ls 
Ezek, 36. 
27 
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ons. In all their afflition he us af- 1. 63 9« 


fitted. The thorn never pricks the 


ſides of the Church, but t rouches zch2. 8. 


parch'd with the Sun? Cor Chriſts 
eſtuat, the heart of Chriſt is affe&t- 
ed with holy ſympathy. ls it blaſt- 
ed with Eaſt-winds? he comforts 
and relieyes it by ſweet Weſtern 
Gales of his Spirit. Is it ſpotted 
and ſtained with dirt ſtruck up by 
the foot of Beaſts? he- waſhes it 
clean in his own laver, our very 


the apple of his eye. Is this lill 
a [ 


hairs are numbred, our tears bot- 2. 56.8. 


tled, aur defires known, our ſteps 
and wandrings are meaſured , our 
groans are not hid from him, our: 
members are written in his Book 
that not a bone is broken but he lets - 
them again. 

3. Chriſt” appears graciouſly in 
time of diſtreſs ; he came mto the 
Church when the doors were ſhut 
for fear of the Fews, and breathed 
his peace upon them. He was with . 
the Church in-the Wilderneſs, he 
viſited the lillys in the thorny buſh, 
and conducted them & planted them - 
in theLand ofCanaan lt was his hort us 
Pee 


Numb, 14. 
19. 


The Lilly 


penſilis ambulatorins, he delighted 
in his walking Garden through the 
howling Deſarts of Arabsa,the Type 
and Emblem of his Goſpel Church in 
all herfcatterings and thirſty march- 
es, and will never forſake them till 
like conquering Foſhxa he bring 
thenr to their appointed reſt. Nei- 
ther is there any of the leaſt of his 
beloved ones but he will:vouchſaſe 
a yr_ car to their petitions, 


2. 41+ and carry them in his boſome-as all 


the days of old. 

He delivers frequently , inceſ- 
lantly, perſeveringly, he loves them 
to the end. He gave. e/£rypr for 


| their Ranſome, eAthiopia and Seba 


for them, This is matter of argu- 
ment in our prayer thou haſt deli- 
vered this people ont of. Egypt un- 
til now. And what if we be not fit 
for mercy, he is always fit to ſhew 
it when heavenly wiſdom judges 
meet, The times of the Church 
are in the hands, of a Father who 
confulrts his ewn bowels and the 
expediency of his own glory. In 
that day when the deſign and de- 
crees of mercy, unite jn accom- 
plithment 
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among-Thorns. 
plifſhment, he can form the hearts of 
men and faſhion them upon the 
wheel” of Providence. Let none 
deſpond becauſe the Church is not 
prepared for approaching delive- 
rance. The Prophets are full of 
this encouragement that in fuch a 
day he will powr out another ſpirit, 
and make all things fall in joint 
and to hit the mark of his appoint- 
ment. The time is haſtening and 
at the doors, that the Lord will 
powr out clean water upon his San&t- 
uary he will do a new thing on the 
earth, now it- ſhall ſpring forth 


MDEnN FIN nun germinabit, Iſ. 43-19: 


Td vov « 17 & a manifeſt alluſion 


with that of Zachary, I will bring Zect, 2.8, 
forth my Servant, [_ Zemach ] the 6-12. 


BRANCH, called by Luke «vc- 
ToAyocp' vizs the Branch from on 
High : whenthe Beaſts of the field, 
the Dragons and Owls. of the 
Gentile Wilderneſs ſhall honour me 
Tin ſhall Zion bud forth and great 
ſhall: be the glory of her Children, 


from the North, and from the Weſt, I\. 49. 12+ 


and thoſe from the Land of Smim. 
Which ſome as Arias and others, 
un- 


&% 
Zech.1.15. 


I. 47.6. 
37- 29» 


The Lilly 
underſtand of China, but more 
likely of Sim or Peluſium by a 
trope for the Land of e£gypr, Sm 
being the great fortreſs at the en- 
trance of egypt, and South of the 
Land of Canaan. 

5. He u« ſore diifleaſed with the 
Heathen that 'are at eaſe. When 
Gods a little diſpleaſed, they leap 
like Lions from Baſhan upon the 
Church, When Godis wroth with 
his People for their. unholineſs and 
defilements, they ſhew no mercy. But 
God will put a Hook in their noſe, 
and lead them back like beaſts mto the 
Land of Slaughter, for Sacrifices in 
the Temples f their own Gods. Hea- 
then briars may flouriſh and ſpread 
their twins far and near, but when 
once they moleſt - his Church they 
are nigh to burning. Pompey prol- 
pered not after he ſtumbled in the 
Temple of Jeruſalem. Many and 
fatal inftances occur in Hiſtory of 
Gods vinditive Juſtice upon his 
enemies, when once they laid hands 


upon the -precious things of Zion. 


Diſcite juititiam moniti, &c. learn 
to beware of Herod's deſtiny, 
{mote 


{ 


K 
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among Thos. 
{mote by an Afigel in the midſt of 


all his glo 

6. theſe Thorns never prick and 
yex the Church but by hispermiſſ- 
on and guidance, and when he hath 
performed his work upon Mount 


Zion, he will puniſh the fruit of 7, 14.12. 


their ſtout hearts, and the glory of 
their high looks. When the Peo- 
ple of Zion are meck and humble 
then they ſhall ariſe out of obſcu- 
rity, and ſhake of their duſt and 


Kings ſhall come to the glory of //. 60. 3. 


Bern. 


Zions riſing , bumiliatie parit hums- 
litatem, Santtified humiliation brings 
advancing humility. All their thorns 
ſhall be conſecrated into ſweet br:- 
ars, and all their pricking vexations 
ſhall prove medicinal, like poti- 
ons made of the Carduns bendifFus, 
the bleſſed thiſtle. The troubles of 
the Church both fox time and mea- 
ſure are guided by her wiſe ad holy 
Husband, who hath charged the 
toſſing waves of the Sea, hitherto 
ſhall ye come and no further. 

7. He praiſes his Church and ſets 
off her beauty by the uncomeli- 
neſs of the adjoyning thorns. She 

PI 
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Go. 


7 


The Lilly. | 

is black but comely , ſcratcht but 

beautiful. A Dove begrim'd a- 

| mong the Pots but a Dove ftill. 

Song.2.10' Ariſe my Dove, my love, my fair 
one, my joy, come away. The Tents 

Song 1.5- of Kedar let a luſtre upon the Cur- 
tains of Solomon. A Facob in La- 
bars Family,. a. Joſeph in Pharaoh's, 
an Obadiah in Abab's, gives a per- 
fume to the place they dwell in. 

Zach. 2, 4. there's a wall of fire between the 
lilies and the thorns, to cheriſh the. 
lillies and to confume the thorns. 
There's a black fide of the Cloud 
to- Cannt the eAgyptians, but a 
bright ſide to enlighten and com- 
fort Iſrael. 

Infer. 1,* Let not the Church be diſcoura- 
ged for Chrift owns and loves her 
in the midſt of deformities, imbe- 
cilities * and conflits. Though 
ſometimes weak anda little —_ 
and conceited, tis his beloved Spouſe 
ſtill, whom he intends to form and 
beautifie for himſelf. A” tender 
father pitties his ſick and weakly 
Child, moſt of all. A gracious 
Husband compaſſionates his ſickly 
Spouſe eſpecially if 'fick of love, 

H.5 
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Flies left hand is undir her head, and Song 2.6, 


his reoht hand Goth embrace her. 
A little pettiſhneſs and frowardneſs 
does not alienate his heart from her, 
if right in the main; his generous 
love winks at many things and par- 
dons all, Though the Moon have 
her ſpots, the Sun diſtains not to 
ſhine upon her, and though a Saint 
may have ſome fooliſhneſs, yet God 
delivers him from draggling in the 
mire, and ſuffers tum not to 
ſink 


Uprightneſs may conſiſt with ma- Infer. 2.. 


ny imperfeRtions. God takes his 
meaſures by ſincerity and not in- 
firmity, that's a Saints joy. He 
conſiders our tentations and knows 


gur frame and remembers that we pſ.102 14 


are tut dufF. Some frowardnels 
and frettings in the midſt: of inte- 
rity a & ſpark of grace is high- 
y regarded though at firſt ſtruck 
from Heaven into an ocean of cor- 
ruption within us, its kindling and 
will be flaming. We have our 
coolings and our warmths, ſome 
beauty though ſome deformities, 
and the heart is all with God, \ 
the. 


Prov 4+ 
LO. 


The Lilly 
the bent and tenour of the ſpirit 
be towards him, onely take heed 
left our weakneſſes ſhould eclipſe 
his praiſe, deſpond our ſpirits in 
holy duties, and indulging of touchy 
flaſhes ſhould habituate into fierce- 
neſs, and thereby become envious 
at our betters in grace, and at/ait 
droop and fink into an uncomfor- 
table frame of ſpirit, and then cen- 
lure and backbite others that faith- 
fully and meekly reprove us ſor 
our folly, and would reſtore us to 
a heavenly frame and communion 
with God. | 

Be ſenſible and meek under e- 
very tryal. Let crofſes crucifie 
the fleſh within thee, and let e- 
very afflition mortifie the body 
of fin and death, and ſtill remem- 
ber thou art Chriſts Lilly, though 
diſtreſſed by manifold thorns, 
Keep in the royal highway to Hea- 
ven between fainting and confidence. 
He that faints, the ſtrength of his 
faith is ſmall. Nouriſh faith by 
Promiſes, they are the milk and 
hony- of the Land of Canaan. Keep 
always ſome of theſe precious _ 

als 
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dials in the bottles of memory ,& b2 
warc allo of too mnch confidence & 


87 


ſelfconceit.Q#s ſe ſibi magiſtrum con- Bern. 


ſtituit © ftulto ſe diſcipalum ſubdit, 
a elf raught perſon has a fool to 
his Maſter. 


Epiſt. $7. 


The Church as far tranſcends fer. 4 


the World as a pure unſpotted 
Lilly outſhines a crew of intricate 
thorns upon a cragged rock, or as 
a garden of roles in Sharon is 
more pleaſant then the curſed 
Mountains of G:/boa, unpaſſable by 
briars and brambles. 


P unicess humilis quantum ſali- 
unca roſets. 


As ſragrant roſes prickly thorns 
excel 
Brambles and Myrtles yield no 
parallel. 


Let none value true Saints by ex- 
ternal grandeur , but their vertues 
and graces, humility ſweetneſs , 
peacetulneſs and innocency. Many 
Profeſſors are eſteemed for riches 
and titles, for gold rings and gawdy 
| cloths. 


I. 55+ 13: 


33 
Tam:s2.3. 


Fieh. 11. 
37+ 


Fam?s 2.4. 


1Fobn 3.2. 
- Iafer, 5. 


Rev.1s, 
16, 


Amos5.22. 


The Eilly 
cloths: Sit bere at my right handy 


make room for a Silken V-:{t and fine 
toyes upon an empty h:a4 and a 
barren heart. Oh how our eſti- 
mates ſtick in the mire / y/hom do 
you moſt prize and admire, a poor 
ſheep-skin Saint that ſtands his 
ground in Perſecution, or a proud 
Peacock that yelps at a Storme. 
Are ye not carnal and judges of evil 
thoughts, Since it appears not now 
what it is to be a true Son of God, 
but at that day it will be revealed, 

when we ſhall ſee him a he «s. 
Let none ſtand amazed at the pa- 
ſuncry of falſe Churches, nor va- 
ue the Whore of Rome becauſe of 
her bravery. She's deckt with 
Pearles and precious ſtones, but 
{mells ſtrong of- eA7ypt, All the 
Perfumes of Arabis cart hide or 
choak her ſtink. ?*Tis not Lateran 
Maſfick will confecrate her Maſles 
into audience, nor her incenſe pro- 
cure accels to the Throne of Grace, 
1 will not ſmelt ſays the Lord mn 
your Solemn Aſſemblies, Take away 
the noiſe of your Songs, the. melody 
of, your Viols, let judoment - 
own 
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amoni Thozns. 89 
down as waters and righteouſneſs . 
» like a, mighty ſtream, 1 ſhall end 
e with Bernard to Eugenius, the 4th. _ 
: | * Plena off ambicieſs eccleſia, non eſt —_ lo 
- |} jam quod exhorreat in fludiis & mo- ,, {1 1 
» Autionbus ambitionts, non plus quam |, 23%, 
r | cfpelunca latronum in ſþolits vViato- 

s | ram, The Church (of Kome) is 

} | ftufft with ambitious perſons, they 
tremble no more in the ſtudious 

i |} endcavours after ambitious deſigns, 
then a den of Robbers at dividing 

, |} the ſpoyls of innocent travellers. 

; and then tells him to his face a- 
mong other {mart but ſerious re- 
flectons upon his Lordlineſs, [fpre- T 
ſes ut proſis, &c. ut diffenſes, non id, 1.35 
f imperes &c. Nullum tibs venenum "_ 
| nullum gladium plus formido, quam 

| libidinem dominandi ] govern to 
edification,. at like a Servant, and 
Steward, not an Emperor, I dread 

no poylon, no a/saſſinate more fatal 

to you, then the luſt of domina- 
tion. | 

Be not offended at the Church er. 6. 
of Chriſt becauſe of her mean and 
troubleſome State. What if the 
King of Zo come meck and low- - 


ly, 


0O 
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Deut. $3.15 


Deut.1 7. 
I6, 


Mat,10. 
37+ 


Heb.4.$.9. 


The Lilly 
ly, riding upon an Aſs, or his ho- 
ly Apoſtles walking on foot for the 
Converſion of Nations through the 
World, what if the ſhowrs of Hea- 
ven fall upon the cheeks of the love- 
ly, lowly Lilly,and ſhe fit weeping a- 
mong the briars, muſt true religion 
and pure worſhip be never courted 
but wherrthe Sun ſhines ? The way 
to Canaan lay through ſtones and 
rocks, amidſt Lions and Typers, a- 
mong Scorpions and fiery flying Ser- 
pents z.true genuine J/rael muſt 
through all, and neyer be appalcd , 
diſmayed or dare to face about to 
«£eypt, of which the Lord hath ſaid 
ye Rat return that way no more, If we 
ſtartle at the briars about the lillies, 
& flinch for a few prickles we are not 
worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The troubles are but .momentany, 
the gloryeternal. They may hurt the 
fleſh, but cannot hinder the flight of 
theſoul into the botome of Abraham. 
Let not the Churches afflictions ob- 


ſtru& your affociatingto her compa- * | - 


ny which is paſſing under the condu&t 
ofher 2d Foſbua,into everlaſting reſt. 
Judge not her beauty, "tis under a 

. mask 
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among Thos. 
mask, and though beſmeared by the 
ſoil of her malignant enemies, ſhe is 
all glorious within. "Tis our igno- 
rance of the Churches beauty. A 
comely face muſt not be difingeniou- 
fly wip't by a malicious tongue, till 
the duſt and ſpots be waſh'd off and 
its aſpe& clarified, nor a ſweet tem- 
per dropt upon becauſe of calumnies , 
before converſe does open it. Tis 
want of holineſs in moſt, and true 


love to it, that caules ſtumbling at : a 24 


the holy ways of God. 


Reſign your ſelves into bi {weet Infer, 7 


and ſtrong tuition, who can incline 
the worlt of brambles to be a fence 
and ſecurity to his lillies ; and the 
ſharper and ſtronger they are, the 
more offenſive to the Churches ene- 


mies Cyr#44.ravenous Bird from //. 46. 11. 


Eaft God called ito fraſtupon the 
ſacrifice of his wrath in the Land of 
Chaldea, to root up the briarg of Ba- 
byl6n,which had ſo greatly vexed and 
abuſed his beloved people. All Hiſto- 


- ries yield notable inſtances of divine 


leverity againſt barbarous perſecu- 
tors when once they ſtretch out their 
hands againſt the Church, they are 
quickly 


The Lilly ,.Cc. 
quickly withered. _ To what fearful 
iſſues the inraged and infatuated in- 
ſtrumznts of Satan” in the 10 primi- 
tive - Perſecutions were reduced , 
Eccleliaſtick and Civil ſtory is very 
pregnant*z let's endeavour with all 
ſincerity and ſedulity to lead lives un- 
blamcable and keep Conlcience un- | 
ſpotted before God and man, and | 
arm our ſelves with holy refolutions 
againſt every ſinful courſe wherein | 
we would tremble to appear at the | 
dreadful Judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
and God, our gracious father will 
take care of his part to' give us di- 
vine proteCtion and preſerve us to 
his heavenly Kingdom. What blefſ- 
ed lives might Chriſtians live did 
they walk always as under the eye | 
of an C—_— pp and = | 
what comfort might they reſign | 
their ſpirits + -— into his __ 4 
as of a furbful Creator, and merciful | 
Redeemer, obtaining an abundant 
entrance into the everlaſting King-* ; 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jctus 
Chriſt. 


FINIS. 


